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[tTRXXyfiN BY A FRI£NI>.} 



Probably the reader may recol- 
ijc^tithzi a hook entk\edf**TJbe Heir 
^pparentf** W^^ promifed tathe pub- 
lic by the late Mrs. Gunning, in'an 
advertifejment at the end of ** Fajhion^ 
'able involvements!^ 

, , . ♦. 

. JShip did not live many mohthsafter 
the publication of the latter work; 
y«t, as the vigour of her intelle(a:« 

A 2 never 



( iv ) 

never relaxed, fhe commenced her 
taflc in defiance of an agonizing 
difeafe, whkh increafed daily; and 
ftic perfifted» for (he had as littk 
need as any mottAl living td compel 
heir attention to fix itfelf on that 
country to which (he was fummoned. 
Hbr life, from her cradle to her grave, 
was^ a life of holinefs s (he had 
na new road to feek ; (he had ever 
kept the fame undeviating path of 
piety : her heart knew no fears i and 
all within and without her was re* 
iignation and cheerfulnefs. Hence 
(he probably would have completed 
her intention, had hot her phyiicians 
pofitively commanded a ceifation of 
•all bodily exertic»is. ^ She relinquifhed 

the 
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; 

the |>cn which had afforded her fb 
much delight and comfort through 
the courfe of many years, with a 
portion of that ready acquiefcence 
with which (he ever rcfigncd her 
own wiihes, when incompatible 
with the eafe o£ thofe around her. 
;For hcrfclf, I may truly fay, (he 
haji no care ; pain nor fbrro^v never 
changed the cheering of her voice 

nor the foothing of her eye. 

< 

Surely the reader who pof&iTcs 
feeling, and only to fuch ought the 
honeft mind to ftahd under judgment, 
furely that reader will not* call thh 
overflowing of a friend's heart im«- 
pertinent and out of placet Juft 

* « 

praifc 
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praile to the good, and a fkctch of 
their character, cannot be out of 
place any where, nuicb kfs when 
found in a ipecies of writing which 
is regarded as a vehicle of morality. 
Befides, where is the nian that dare^ 
fevei in tloIigJitSY. and (hut his ear 
againft tjlie f ncondaft pf hi^ bene- 
faftor ? ,Who ; tk^tifr when they take 
J^up *^ 7Jbe Heir :Apparent^^ with a; 
view to . -f^ceivfi pkafuiie . or improve* 
ment, who, whda they remember 
rtliat it wfts {:daaried andlin part v^rit« 
• ten by Mrs. Gunning, will regret the 
£tyf moments which thiy confecrate 
to her mempry ? H,er: name, ever 
.^ittiendedhy the recoUedlioa of her 
virtues^ hath already drawn me thus 

far,- 



t 



fer, without having fulfilled (he taflc 
aligned mc by her daughter, 

w 

When her mother died^ Mlfs 
<jannmg found in her bureau feveral 
iiniKibliihed copies of poems and 
plays, which are jftiH in her poffcf- 
£ottj fhe alio difcovered the few 
ihetts that were written of ** The 
ileif Apparent i'^ and ^ fince that 
sidancholy period having been re-^ 
peate Jiy applied to for the manufcript, 
Ae at loigth refolved, as a mean of 
preferving even the fmalleft relics of 
lier mother's mind^ to finifll the 
S^vj^ and ^ive it to the world. 

My 



( viii ) 

My young friend performed it 
under the influence of feelings that 
may be trailed in the filial character 
which ihe hatii drawn of the deceafed 
Mirs. Doringfield. It was about 
that part of the book where (he bsw 
^n ; and with a trembling hand and 
faddened heart, fhe followed the 
deiign of her dear parent now^no 
more^ as far as her memory could; 
reach; and where it failed, her own 
talents have filled up the vacuity. 
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Henry NevUle completed his 
travels with extraordinary , advan- 
tages ; his mind was enriched with 
as much knowledge as can be gleaned 
frpm different courts by fteady a^- 
plication, united to Nature's befl. 
capabilities, and aided by extenfivc 
cultivation, prior to the conimencc- 
ment of his refidcnce abroad, which 
had been of very confiderable dura- 
VOL, I. B tion. 
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don* At prefcnt we (hall only add^ 
by way of a moM certain introduc- 
tion to tKc world's favour, that he 
was the Eari of p)rmingt(tu*s f^ijpnd 
fon; extremely harxdfome, extremely 
amiable'; juft arrived from Italy, and 
on the wings of duty, to confole his 
widowed niother ; to lament with 
her ih& df^thof his father) 'and t^ 
attend with ftateibal a^flfeiflion his 
fclder brother, who languiflied on the 
bed of . ficknef s • 

V 

His long abfenc€ from tKie family 

liad Tjcen occafioncd morc-by^dHap- 

potntfnent in love than by any othef 

cireum(lance; Unfertunately, his 

, taify aficdions had been fixed <mj a 

young 
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jTOong psifaa £o dikffc&taibAt rd the 
Ewl and Coum«fs, (^at he muft 
«khcr give i^ his itu^rdfs or h» 
4Mirem& : duff prevailed j ^n(l, fo re-' 
aon1{>£Mre hi»j^for the {i/^HBce, thty 
mot onfy perilled him to travel, and 
a)}dW«l him »- very fplcf^did ap^iril- 
fAent » but left feitn mafter of his own 
time and motions. To remain abroad 
happened to be his choice, becaufe 
the firft objedt of his p^on was 
inarried, divorced, and remaisjed, in 
lefs than fifteen tnonths after his 
dep^tnre. 

Hcmy was received by his nto^ 
thar ^iihd^ biotfe^ as one rifcft from 
file deadt It was aiore than feven: 

B 2 years 
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years fince they had laft beheld hira j 
in which time his perfon, his mind, 
and his manners, had acquired fo 
much ilrength, grace, and poUfh, as 
forced them to mingle with their 
careffes a portion of refpe<5l:, feldom 
felt involuntarily, for a fon and bro-, 
ther who has no claim to hereditary- 
honours. 

V 

The Dowager Countefs of Or- 
mington had been a beauty, had 
been gay, we mean to fay, inno- 
cently fo ; had been attached a great 
deal to the world, ,but much more 
to the dignity of that rank fhe bore 
in the world, both by birth and mar- 
riage. Such had {he beeoi what 

(he 



(si 

itic was at the return of Henry froin 
Italy, prefetlts quite a different pic- 
ture i her charms faded, her vivacity • 
fled, the world forfaken ; nothing 
remaining of her former felf but the 
ftalk from which the laft rofe-le^ 
had fallen i nothing of her former 
difpofition but family pride, a pro- 
lific weed well known for making 

the^ moft rapid progrefs in minds 
diffatisfied or uncultivated^ It w^is 
not to the latter this abundant in* 
creafe can. be afcribed ; Lady Or* 
mington being one t>f the beft bred 
women of quality to be feen in thiis 
age of all-polifiied nobility ; but 
diffatisfied {he had been from her 
cradle, which internal torment {c- 

B 3 veral 
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veral d^eftic occurrences had f ro^^ 
Sliced real or imaginary caufej for 
a^igcaeiuing. 

r 

before Lord Beauchamp Aiceeeded 
^ the title of his father he frfdom 
viiited the heav;^ walls of Stately 
Cafile^ a nkkname given to the re- 
tirement of the P«er and Peercfs by 
their little neighbpurs. Little people 
are fometimes prodigiouily daring ; 
for, if they happen to move in the 
ciit;Je of gcjitility , they preiume ta 
tfcink thfaafelws e»tifled ta pelk^ 
ae^ «ven from priflce*, and hftve 
^. a^d^ity |o lift up^ tteir he%d» 
sigginft tEpfe who wbuld tMA Qpo6 

their »«k8. 

I % Never 
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Never did kis Lordihip aiigmcur 
the vanity of his parents, hy putting 
isbem in mind of that honour vvhich 
d^y particularly derived from his 
virtues^ except he applied to them a& 
fiAancier&» who had the ways ~ an(i 
means always before them ; and only 
whea the occasion was extremely 
urgent did he even then folicit theif^ 
afliAahce in perfoo. He loved town» 
he loved its pleafures,. and he loved 
its vices; he was good-humoured* 
hewa^ tender-hearted, and he viras. 
not prwd ; he had many, fri^ds, as^ 
good-hymoured, as tender-hearted 
as himfelf ; he had the moil happy 
as w*ell as the mod iimple method of 
accumulating friends, and of knowing, 

B 4 how* 
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how to keep them; he would do any 
man a favour, but he would alk a 
favour of no man. Whoever would 
acquire a nvultitude of friends, to 
fuch we recommend his Lordfhip's 

mode of making and retaining them* 

During the Hlnefs which preceded 
the death of his father. Lord Beau- 
champ, from duty, decency, neceffity, 
or fonig fuch motive, left his foul in 
London, and whirled his body doWn 
to Stately Caflle, in a phaeton and 
fix blood marcs, where, in the re- 
ceflesof folitude, heanxioufly waited, 
we do not fay for the releafe of his 
father, but fpr his own, from a ftate 
of purgatory. 

Whether 
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Whethei^ the fedentary gloom m 
which he was now enveloped, the 
fombre hue of the furrounding ob^ 
jedls,. the daily ceremonious vifit^ of 
foUi^phyfidatiSi or the arrival of that 
tyrant whofe approach they folemnly 
announced, made our proud Lord fad 
with fegret» or fick with apprehen- 
iion, may not eafily he afcertained ; 
bat he certainly began to droop be-*^ 
fore the Earl was gathered to his an^. 
ceH^s 1 and his^ difojrder afterwards 
increaied with fo mucii rapidity, that 
thdfe ^very gentlemen of the faculty^ 
who had paflfed fentence on the 
father,* were not more mereifiil in dc-r 
doubcirig the ikte of the foti/ How-^ 
ever, they wcre^ too well bred > not to{ 

B 5 keep^ 
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tbe« tfeaftdiftflfb'bis poaqe, or the 
repofe of h)s mother^ by ^gicioaily 
d^claritig what i% might not ha ploft-^ 
fwt for them to hcsir : »n^ft»}|y in s 
land where all are phiiofephot^f tbeio 
f)ms of/cience would have riQ.exsufe» 
if they WQie to give their pitti^s the/ 
tiduble of preparing for a country not 
to be found in the nmps. of mod^n: 



n^er (??ctr«>rf$in9ryt,h«wd w«)i eaor 
c^np , tbat hk tirpthf riyaf giviiig lidm. 

tb«i^l pYc|viie4 te <ifiG(et him not ja 
|ifidi!<^ Mtb, W w«a Ib96k«4 19 find 

him 



( »^ ) 

a)a)on: reduced to ^Hn^ktoRi 
but If U fome <legfee of «omfQ|?t at 
b»i{ig affvnd by bis own fqebk voke^ 
tbat be (bcndd cheat thedodors, and" 
&OII let on^ for ^ capital; whitlier^ 
bt iaviled 0Uf hcro^ with tj?w bio«r 
iSft^gAy Ulvidttfii t» acedmfianjr hiur 
pfwnifing, Ail that condittDn^ to £hew 

bim a fcQQs of free. Ptiufli bcattties,^ 
Mfi at &f»itl4 make bixa foi^taU^ 
tlie Si^piaias to wbam her faaii in^ 
dodMedlji^ been attacbed ia dit comfe^ 
o£ bi& trawls. V A« great deal move 
ho. might baTOr utlsred ia ibo &nM^ 
ftnuR^ if a lofig^holkrwr, confumptiv^ 
cough had not intirmipsdMs VfmAi^ 
it Icaft for the preient. * 
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H Lord Grmirig^ton was the favourite 
of his mother ; (he would not fuffer 
herfclf i6 fuppofe, that, being effen- 
tial to her happinefs» he could pof&bly^ 
be raviihed firofn \kr by 'a decree of- 
Providence; thisrefore' ihe wa&^fa*^ 
tisfied that he woUld do extremely^ 
well > by means of air, exercife, 
v»d ^afles milk: nay, fo firmly 
did flie link haj^e and certainty to* 
gether, that wheb he fliopld have 
turned his thoughts from this world 
to anodier, Ihe propofed to him feve- 
fal families of the firft rank, either 
of which he might marry into, with- 
out degradation to his own. 

Her Lady (hip was alfo extremdy 

fond 



fond of Henry ; ihe regained him a9 
the collateral fecinity for retaining 
thofe honours dearer to her than exift^ 
ence; ihe refpe£ted,him, becaufehc 
had once made to hisfami^ a fecfi^ . 
fice>. which^ in the lage of di&ppoidott^ 
e0 ^afficHi^ threatened to defboy him ^ / 
i^e loved him for his tender duQr tp 
herfelf , and for the unfeigned ardent^ 
afiedipn he hadonalloccaiions, fidfiii.' 
infancy to manhood^ tefiified for his' 
brother. . 

* r 

.,'■'' 
^ t . ■ - > 

That fhipendotts edifice, wheie.the; 
once lovely Countefs had buried her. 
poor fhattered remains of beauty^^- 
bore a.name.fo applicable to its fi^ua* : 
tion^ that in pure juftice it ought to, 

fuperfede 



C 14 )- , 

fiqper£bde die borrowec) oae of Stately 
CaiUej, it was thm called Bellevt^. 
Nftfcure never dkl more^ nor Ait kf&^ 
than fof the cnibelliihnifnt of this rak 
clianting ipoft The bublding, like it^ 

cenee ; heavy and ghony it» wt^s, 
bestvy kilt |^k>on^ its inhabitants j 
n^itliitf; th^ palaee of K^oiaMoholy ; 
withciiijr,.the gaRJEen of Bden« To^ln- 
tifiagtat minds, tbe» itiiaptniatutn m. 
fuch fcenes as the environs of tbb caiv 
tie afforded : Henry *s mind ^ was more 
thaai htteltigmt ;. it waa enlacgfd } it 
i«( that human miivor in whioii tkr 
W9rks of God aw sefieAed «»advnu 
tiigcii! and he was laptivottd.. H»i 
yfiOM^]ais mo^Kjr ftadifis bjodkepli, 

'*' partake 
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paitake of bis fenf^tions ; hut the one* 
was too great to profit by Uttle^b^ . 
jefts, the other too much an invalid 
e^ to go bejroqd the ple^fure-grouud, 
aod theo only boxed up ijx a cloie. 

* 

The fecQod moming «fteclu$ ani«, 

val, wbilft htcakfzijtivt^hy the couch, 
of bi>^r9tbc^,^ Hcniy ^Ikcd bim cgo.n^ 

GfrpiAg tb9 health and fiUiatiop of. 
many families and individuals wh<nn 
he had faitKfully treafured in his me- 
inp^ . Tl^e ^Slc^Apd moit, cherill|ed 
o£chi$ fekl^ioQ was hisibrmer tutory^ 
a tififgyvam of in^iJte worth, w^p^ 
«h«fe i^Qp^ hfi h»d ftafled foim ^eajp* > 

provement. 
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provement; He heard with itiex-^ 
pYefliMe pjeafure, that the good man 
had rifenin the church; thathisprc- 
ferment was confiderable % •* And,*** 
added Itif I>ord; ^* l' uiiderflahli hf 
my rafcal/* meamng his valer; ^ that' 
the pld fellow lives like a gentle- 
mail, itt'the fanie houife whef e thou 
didft bbaird with him, when he ftd' 
thee high*<m the crumbs' 6t "Greek 
and Latin s mere trafh^ for vt^ch'I 
had no reKOx.** ' 






The reffdence of this re/l)e6tttBK' 
Ci*devant governor wais ftili in the* 
village of Aflibourn, a favourite fea- 
ture in the map of Derby (hire, afid* 
widiinthc dift^iceof airibriv^' 

iag. 
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ing ride from Bellevuc. Henry,'" 
perhaps, would have faid, he (hould 
fee it ojr the morrow, if the awful 
prefence of his awe-infpiring mother 
had not called off his attention from 
friendfhip, that it might be devoted 
at the Ihrine of duty. •* Good Hea- 
ven!** cried the Countefs, feeling 
the fick man's pulfe through her 
black gloves, •* Mr. Neville, what 
have you been faying to- my Lord 
Ormington ? what ^ ha^ y raifed His 
paflions ? why, his pulic are prddi- 
gioufly quicker than when I left him 
laft night/'— •• We have been talk- 
ing of nothing, my dear mother,**- 
replied Henry, ** that could poflibfy* 
agitate my brother i I was aiking 

after 
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after fome of my old friends ;> and 
though his anTwcKS gave me fkti£. 
fi8i6tkMr yet our convecfation has beat 
ii> ihort, that I may res^onably fup^ 
pofe i| has not occafioried him the 
fmaJieft fatigue. '^-*^ No, by G~^'" 
exclaimed my Lord, with a dour 
hearty but yn^k ar^culalba;^ *^ oa 
the contrary^ yours is the only com-: 
iortable face 1 have bkflfed W ^7^^ 
with £Qce I came to this ctnrfed c<»«Q!>-. 
try, which, wi^h your leave, Ma- 
da^ m - ^ '^ '' ^ «<^fed %yeaking ftip 
ievefa}' mij^^j^ an4 ^ violb»€«. 
of his cough covered his brow with 
thedew^ropa of debility. The Couni* 
tefs threw him herowii handkerchief,; 
-bidding him ui^ that to revive hia 

fpirits. 
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iprits, having juft impregnated it 
with otto of rofeSy to tak< away the 
fmell of her woman's fingers, as (he 
faid, who had prefented it without 
a falver ; upon which the poor littttf 
lordling hurfts itit6 a fit of laugh- 
ing almoft as alarmibg as his fit of 
coughing, though k fccmcd to give 
(he Count^r$ peculiar fatisfadfcion, 
hecayft^ Ihe regarded k as a fymptom 
ofamendm^^ :^ 

Br e^ beiiig reflored to my Lord» 
and fbittiity to his blifided m<xh6r> 
he began to join, ufit the beft manner 
he was ahle, the thread of that elo« 
quent havangoe which hs^d been bro-i^ 
ken by his firft feizure; declaring^ 

bis 
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his intentions of leaving the infernal 
country^ where fornnality, want of 
fociety, and a hoft of doftors> who 
had. done tbemfel\{es the'ple$fnre of 

■s. 

©laking him fick^orily that they might 
do themfelves the credit o| making 
him whole, were HI in combination 
againft his ever getting bftter, as long. 
2|s he could l^ kept a prifoner a> 
$ttately Caftle., The offended Dowa-: 
ger coloured fcarlet dcgp al the ap- 
pellation of Stately Cafllei it was a 
tfrm of meannefs, it proceedied^fr^m 
the canai/Uf which 'made itti iiative 
contempt ftill more contemptible :i 
but whatevefi wiere her ^ L^yibipt^d 
feelings^ bit hearing fuch an apphca-) 
tion of it frpm the lips of her fon,:be 

was 



\vas too much itiftanh^d to fear rc« 

.'i 

proach ; (he 'even tlfought him too 
ill for coiifiri4i<3JiOi1 i fo wifely put*, 
ting- a- cork on the corrofires 6f her 
mind , flie ority peKired frotri between 
her teeth the ahodyne of flattering 
hope ; faying, that he would foon be 
able to travel without any incoitvc- 
niencej being certainly mucli better 
for the change of air . ** I would 
rather endure the air of a furnace,** , 
replied his ■ Lordihip, pantrng for 
refpiration, /'than baniih myfelf 
any longer from convivial fociety ; fo 
you may expedl I fliall foon be off, 
Madam. - Henry Ihall go with me; 
and in fix months 1 will undertake 
to make him as joyous a fellow as 
-^ myfelf; 



J kxH>w bow (a gm him die po«> 
^iih of /ton/^ T^i^ ^^s a loog 
fpeech^ aad he did ndt reft until he 
coughed ^at the ^d'^ it; 

Hetny, who faw and fdUr the dati'*- 
gefous fkuatioia to which his brother 
Me^ redueed, experienced a conii* 
derable fiiock at the little he feemed 
to know of it himfelf; and» to flop 
the progrefs of his prefcnt levity* 
he aiked his cnother ^f (he had any 
commands ^r Adiboumi as he in** 
tended ' to take, a ride thire ^»xfy the 
iiexit mornings a^ic^ if* poiSbici return 
to dinner^ or^ at leailt (omx ftfter. 

The 
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The fsofe 4«ia^n Which (nade her 
throw atciii m«r4ier paiflion at the 
vSEstice'ip!fth by his brother, did not 
cxifl: in* ihe cafe ^ H^af j i and fhe 
<^^i<d l m€m^ iki m no- tery con« 
ciliacory ftcoc»t», tft his^ finding any 
occaiiaiai to leate tlSe^frnt^ff hh an« 
ccftors fbor a ;Mdioledayy or efcn for 
an. hour, to viik an^ trunipeiy vil- 
lage^ inhabited fay a. parcel of trum- 
pery pkbeians; then added, ** Pray> 
Mr* Neville, may I prefume to in* 
quire, which of them is to have the 
hOifiotir ^f 6nlte]ftaining the fecond 
ftm -ef the mneteetith Eati of Or- 
ittmn^ton ?** Hei*y, who knew an(i 
{Atied^ht it^tmiitfes of his mother, 
feplied With meeknefs, that he in-^ 

tended 
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tended to call upon Mr. Dpringfield. 
•* I think. Sir," retorted the Coun* 
tefs; ^ my Lord Ormington, your 
father, has fufficiently paid the wages 
of his fervants^ without reducing you 
to the extreme meannefs of keeping 
them company/* Henry, fmiling^ 
bowed to his mother, turned upon 
his heel, and withdrew i by which 
manoeuvre he preferved his modera- 
tion, his principles, and his filial 
refpedl* ~ 

At an early hour the next mom- 
ing, mounting his horfei attended 
by a groom, he fet hi 9 face -towards 
Alhbourn; the diftance was little 
inore than five miles ; he was in no 

hafte 
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hafte to pafs them over ; every tree, 
every fhrub, every thicket, he fa^ 
lated as his ancient acquaintance. 
His heart overflowed with kiwdnefs 
fol-^U the works of Nature, animate 
or inanimate, which had in any 
meafure contributed to his improve- 
ment or his pleafures. The well*re- 
tnembered fpots, where he -had fo 
often ranged in the days of his in- 
fancy, firft -excited the emotions of 
that gratitude which was perfe<5ted 
when he flopped at the door of his 
revered governor j but ais he muft 
enter the houfe through a garden, by 
that path we choofe to attend him. 
Over this fmall portion of ground 
Flora had fcattered her flowers, and 
VOL. I. c Pomona 
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Pomona her fruksj whilil; the ftream 
of clear water which raa upon a 
bed of fhining fpar, added bnUianee 
to their colours, fweetnefs to their 
odoursi, and increafed theii; vegeta- 
tion. Henry arriving at this rivulet^ 
did homage to its remembrance by 
falling on its green bank, and ex«- 
claiming, ** Oh! how often, when 
my lips have been parched with the 
burning heat of fummer, haft thou * 
p^ted with thy liquid treafures to 
fupport my fainting ftrength I ** The 
found of an harp put an end to his 
effufions; he ftarted up, and puc^ 
fued it to the back of a rural 
bower, wheoce the ftrains proceeded^, 
and where he could liften without 
2 giving 
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(g^iVln^ atny kiterniptioii k^ the pftt^ 
fornanee. He had nc« long 'po&^ 
fefled his fkticm, when the harfnongr 
whkh dcew him thither, being uattcd 
to the vocal powers of a femde 
voice> fofter, fwceter than any he 
had ever heaid» even in the fam^d 
land of melody, rooted him to the 
Ipot in a fort of fran^c fafcination^ 
while ihe warbled in Italian a raom-* 
ing hynjn to the beneficent God of 
Nature. The pleafure of Henxy 
Was mixed with furprife. The firft 
paufe (he made, he began to- reflect 
what degree of relationihip this ac*-. 
complilhed nuifician could ftand 14 
to the good man fof whota his vifit 
was intended i it certainly could not 

c a • be 
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be his daughter, becaufe,.whcn he 
commenced his travels ^ Doringfield 
had no child. He then thought, that 
perhaps ,his former amiable wife being 
dead, he might have married ano-^ 
ther; and if his foul had been formed 
for the admittance of envy, no 6b- 
jc€l was fo likely to have excited it 
ias a domeftic companion, whofe ta- 
lents and piety outfoared the higheft 
of his almofl romantic ideas. His 
rtfleiflions were interrupted, and his 
attention redoubled, by thefe words, 
fi'om a voice which feemed to be that 
of an infant : ** Dear Mifs Arundel, 
how pretty that is ! will you teach it 
to me?"— ^** Yes, my love, when 
your hands are large enough to com- 

pafs 



( ^9 ) 

pafs the harp." — *^ Then do make 
them grow big very foon !" — ** Nei- 
ther I, nor any body elfe, can do 
that, my Lydia ; it, in a ^reat mea- 
furcj depends on your own endea- 
vours." — ** How caiv I make them 
grow?" — ** By loving God, the 
Creator of this beautiful gardei^ 
of the fky which covers it, of the 
fun which warms it. The fame God 
made you, and me, and 2^1 the world ; 
it is only Himfelf that can enlarge 
our limbs» or incfeafe our under* 
ftanding; therefore, if you defirc 
to grow bigger, or wifer, you muft 
love him with all your heart, do 
every thing to pleafe, and nothing 
to offend him." — •* U God good^ 

c 3 natured. 
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S)itnred» like Mir, DoringfieW, or 
AwH he be veryangry, and fcold, like 
giandflfiamraa?** — •** There is na 
roaia who can bear any^comparifon 
vith -God ; He only is perfedl ; aH 
^honi He has oiade are fubjc<% to 
faults I but Mr. Poringfield is as 
goo4 as he can poflibly be.'*— ?** I 
am &fe, theot, I ihall loye God, and 
ipk^ hiiB tpo, if you will tell me 
every <day wliat I am Co xk);. but pray 
laow do iiog that fong abbtit me and 
the fnowdcop; I dreuned of it all 
nighty and you feid you would fing 
it again this morning/^ 

* > 

Henry panted with impatience ;: 
the fweet invifil^le fongflrcfs fwept 

her 
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&er fingers over Ae firings of her 
harp, and thefe words accompanied 
the feraphic founds of her voice and 
inftrument t 



SONG. 

I- 

Tfie (howdrop peeps its cheerful head^ 

Fair harbinger of fprine, 
And modeft droops to fhun the blaft 

The ides o£ March may bring* 

ir. 

Juft ib tjhe nymph^ in beauty^s piiin«y 
Should feek the facred {hade ; 

Juft know the world, and then retire 
Where folly can't invade. 

c 4 ni. 
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III. 

The humble lily of the vale 

Excites tnore fond defire 
Than the bold funflower's gaudy bla^e^ 

That courts meridian fire. 

IV. 

If modefty and heaven-bom truth. 

My dear, thy life attend. 
Thy face, illumin'd by their aid. 

Shall charm to Nature's end* 

'* Divine ! abfolutely divine I "whif- 
pered the heart of Henr) , when the 
fong was ended ; but before the par- 
tial critic could form another thought, 
he was put into frelh tumults, pro- 
duced by new caufes. Again thefweet 
minftrel lifted her llrains from the 

fimplc 
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iimple to the fublimc; again her loftjr 
notes afcendcd to the Heaven of Heas-^ 
vens, to the Kings of Kings, Piety 
has no tongue, it is the foul of all 
language&i ^^^ in Italian^ fhe prayed 
with beautiful fervour, that God 
would eftablifh virtue in the bofonx 
of this innocent little creature, and 
guard her from the fate of her de-* 
kdedy her unfortunate^ mother. 

The prayer offered up, the fub-r 
jje^ of her petition, the awful but 
melancholy tones of her voice, firft 
fuggefted, and afterwards confirmed^ 
to Henry, that this wretched crea* 
ture muft be a penfioner of Mr*. 
Doringfield*s,. who, reclaimed from' 

c 5. thff 
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the |)aths of vice, had become the 
objeiS ,of his compafliou', and of his- 
prote<3:ioQ. He fighed, that a ftar fa 
bright ihould ever have fallen; he ^ 
honouKd the hand which tried to re- 
place it in the regions of virtue, if 
not with its native luftre, at leaft fu- 
perior to the ftation into which error 
had plunged it. 

» 
With fuch thoughts as thefe, and 

curfing the feducer of her innocence, 
he turned from a fcene where he had 
experienced extreme pain, as well as 
excefs of pleafure, and without being 
difcovered, , proceeded to the houfc. 
He was received by its hofpitable 
owner witK the moft genuine marks 

of 
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of affedion, and by him prefcntcd to 
his wife, as alfo to a moft lovely 
young girl, her daughter by a for- 
mer huiband. Mifs Dormer ftruck 
Henry, at firft fight, as the moft 
beautiful dark woman he had ever 
beheld^ for it was not his favourite 
complexion. She was rerrmrkably 
neat, very elegantly, but very fimply 
drefled. Henry would never have 
looked twice on the fineft female 
figure in the world, v<rhofe taile had 
not been directed by fimplicitjc. She 
was embroidering at a frame, *and 
fliewfed to advantage an artft rounded 
by the Graces . Henry , without being 
really captivated by fuch an affem- 
blage of beauty, had fo much the ap- 

c 6 pearancc 
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pearance of foon commencing her 
lover, that, in lefs time than fome 
mothers take in choofing a filk, Mrs. 
Doringiield had choferi a hulband for 
her daughter ; whom (he modeftly 
hoped, from certain circumftances 
circulated in regard to Lord Orming- 
ton's true fituation, to fte a Countefs, 
and miftrefs of Belle vue Caftle. 

Every fort of refrefliment was pro- 

« 

duced by this notable manager, to 
imprefs Henry with a favourable 
idea of her domeftic qualifications, 
and to make him eager to poflfefs a 
wife of her bringing up ; for fhe re- 
membered to have heard it faid, that 
none but a fool would take any man's 

daughter 
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daughter before he had examined into 
the charadler of her mother; and in 
general , the maxim may be a good 
one. Henry would only take a cup of 
chocolate, and might have even de- 
clined that, if, in confequence of a 
command from Mrs, Doringfield, 
it had not been prefent^d by the hands 
of Mifs Dormer. From hands fa 
white, who but a ftoic would have 
refufed the fmalleft offering ? Henry 
took the cup, and prefTed the fingers* 
which had retained it. Every thing 
he faw, every thing he heard, aug- 
n^ented his furprife ; for it muft not 
be called love, except by Mrs. Do- 
ringfield, who would not believe it 
could be any thing lefs, which made 

the 
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tiie irEln APPARENT adrnire tlie 
beauty^ and fmilc at ^c wit- of her 
Lavinia.. 

V 

\ 

, In the mean time, the thoughts of 
Henry were as much, or perhaps^ 
more, occupied by the objeft abfent» 
liian'^he obje<ft prefent; could (he, 
too, be the daughter of his old friend'^ 
wife ? could the fweet fongftrefs 
be equal in beauty to the fair em- 
broiderer ? was (he,, or was (he not, 
the mother of that infant whom (hd 
was direifting in its road to heaven F 
for it was now that he began to 
waver in his opinion refpedling her 
fituation in Mr. Doririgfield*s family, 
Whilil aflcing thefe qucftipns of him«* 
felf, and anfwering them very much 

to 
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to his own fatis£&d:ton, their coup^ 
was interrupted by the many in-- 
q.uiries his late governor made con-* 
eerning his travels ; to all of which he 
replied with that fort of embarraffecS 
negligence a man naturally falls into, , 
who is talking of one thing and think- 
ing of another. The lady and her harp 
filled every vacancy in his imagination, 
yet did not hinder him from fome- 
times fpeaking to Lavinia in tones fo 
impreffive, fometimes looking a^ her 
with glances fo impaffioned, as could 
not efcape the obfcrvation of herfclf , * 
her mother, or her ftcpfather ; every 
one of whom began to form plans 
according to their feveral propen-i^ 
fities : by their fruits, you fhall know 

them* 

Henry, 
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Henry, who thought of his bro*-: 
ther's invalid ftate, atid feared the 
refentmcnt of hi« mother, wa« putting, 
an end to his vifit, promifing to renew 
it very frequently ,aaid having made his 
bow to the ladies, was receiving thei^ 
kindeft wiflies fof Lord Ormington'fr 
ipeedy recovery, when he was thrown 
oiirt of his purpofe by the entrance of 
a young lady from the garden, fol- 
lowed by a little girl of four ot 
five years old. He flopped fliort in 
the midft of his> very kft adieu, and 
without knowing what he wa^ about, 
fcfeated himfelf, as did hi&hofpitable 
entertainer^ : but his fenfes (bon re- 
turned, when the beautiful vifion that 
enveloped them, inilead of joining 

the 
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the family party, only paffed through 
the room, without at trading the 
fmalleft notice. She bowed grace* 
fully to Henry's profound obeifance; 
for he had again rifen to falutc her ; 
but, alas ! ihe was vaniihed like a 
ghoft, who, it is faid, will never 
fpeak till fpoken to. Not a tongue 
moved, but the eyes of all were in- 
ftantly turned oil our difappointed 
hero, who faid, with as much care- 

leflhefs as it was in his power to 
aifume, ** That young lady, I fup-» 
pofe, is govemefs of the moft beau-» 
tiful child I ever beheld ?"— *' No, 
my dear Sir,'* replied Mr. Doring-^ 
field, ** you are miftaken; (be is 
pcrfedly independent ; I am her 

guardian i 
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guardian; her perfon, her forhine, 
and her education, were intrufted to 
my charge by adeceafcd parent, whora 
i truly loved ; and I hope the fidelity 
with which 1 execute my truft, will 
evince the fiiicerity of my profefi- 
fions.** 

Henry, in the midik oi his^covifo^ 
fiooot, could not help obferving Tome 
fly glaace& that palled . bet weea the 
mother and daughter, and naturally: 
concluded hekad givea birth to them, 
by the ficklenefs of his own move* 
ments. He bluihed at the detedlion, 
and would have renewed his audience 
of leave, if the child had not reap- 
|ieared i but (he came alone;, yet it: 

was^ 
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was poffible (he might foon befoirow* 
ed ; he therefore kept his feat. The 
Ettle Lydia advanced with hila- 
rity towards him, invited by his 
finiliag countenance, as much as by^ 
the motion of his hand, which wa&^ 
held out as a iignal for her ap-» 
proach; She fan to his knees, looked 
in his face, tcdd ham he was a vttf 
pretty gendecnan, and a&ed him' if 
be knew who imade him. Hcnrj^. 
who law her full of die kd:ure (ht 
had heen receiving in the arbour^, 
anfwered in tbc ftrain of her inftroc* 
trefs, at the fame time kifling her 
cheek, ** Yes, roy dear, both you. 
and I know very welj, that it was 
God who. made us/*—** So Mift. 

Arunde£ 
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Arundel fays; and that he made 
grandmamma too/*—** Have done," 
cried the tender parent, whom (he 
addreffed by that title. *• Pardon 
me. Madam 1 the young lady is ex- 
tremely intelligent ; do not throw a 
damp on the ardour of our begins 
ning friendfliip. — And fo, my littk 
love, you have fome kind perfon to 
whom you are indebted for all your 
knowledge?** — ** No, indeed, fhe is 
not a poor perfon, but a very fine 
lady, who can play upon the harp; 
and fo (hall I too, when God makes 
my hands a little bigger;** looking 
upon them, and pulling them with 
impatience. •* I prefume, then, you 
are very fond of this fine lady, who 

takes 
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takes tHc tjtouble to give you fuch 
good inffrudtions ?*'-*•** Oh yes ! I 
do love her with all my heart ; and 
fo would you, if you could fee how 
good-natured fhe is, how pretty flic 
looks, and hpw well Ihe does every 
thing." He now caught her in his 
arms, and preffed her to his bofom. 
Mr.Doringfield fm iled ,and , from fome 
hidden caufe, tears ftarted to his eyes. 
The glances of the ladies became 
more myfterious ; Henry's enibar- 

raffments increafed i he rofe, for the 
laft time, to make his adieus; Lydia, 
hanging round his knees, joined her 
little voice in the general petition, 

9 

that he would come to fee them loon, 
and very often. 

Henry ' 
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Henry walked hack to the hm^ 
where he bad diimouated j Mr. Do^ 
rmgfield would have attended him ,bt]t 
he waved the compliment, knowing 
the legularity of his family hours i 
and would by ncr means break in upon 
them, after having refufed the moft 
prefling invitations to dinner. His 
horfes were juft finifhing the lafl of 
their feed when he entered the court j 
and, having fpokati to his groom^ 
he fauntered into a fmall garden be- 
longing to the houfe, where he faw, 
on the gravel walk, an old woman 
wheeling herfelf in a fort of vehicle^ 
conilrudted after the model of thofe 
chairs, which, fortheaccommodation 
of decrepit invalids, are fo frequently 

fccn 
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ifeefi on the Parades o£ Bath. Ovf 
tiero, entranced in his own reflections^ 
raigl^ probably have pafTed by this^ 
to him (who had been fo long from 
his country) extraordinary equipage^ 
without obfervation, if there bad not 
been f<:nnething in the physiognomy 
of its owner, which would have.ar- 
reiled the jfteps of a Lavater. They 
met in the centre of the walk j he 
touched his hat, and faid, ** You 
have a finexnorning. Madam, for 
your folitary excurfion . ** She Hopped 
her carriage, and replied, with equal, 
civility, ** You fee. Sir, I am marking 
the moft of it ; but if I had the ufe 
of my limbs,, as you have, I fhould 
hardly qonfine myexcurfions to a fpace 

fo 
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fo limited." — •* Have you met with 
anyaccident, Madam?** — **No, Sir^ 
arid, perhaps, I bear my reftraint with 
lefs reluiSlance, becaufe I have borne 
it from my cradle; I was there ftruck 
with the palfy ; I am now turned of 
^xty; I have never known the pleafiure 
of Handing or walking; and with good 
health, good fpirits, together with 
enough of genius to amufe and fup- 
port me, I have no reafon to repine 
at Providence for one fingle vifita- 
tioh/*— ** You are a very wonderful 
philofopher,*' replied Henry; •* do 
you live at tHis inn ?" — ** My rela- 
tions are the owners of it ; but that 
fniall room on the oppofite fide of 
the GOdrt is'rtiy refidcnce ; they fend 

I mc 
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tne my dinner"; at' evening' t wKccl ' 
to'-th^ houfe, into wHidK 'they carry ' 
n* in their arms; i^rtd when I have 
fu|>ped with therti,' they'cdrfv«y mc' ' 
bsfck in the fame niamier.".^-:.-** I 
ihbuld like io vifit^yoiir apartment',** 
faid Henry j " I have a W ihbmchts ' 
to^'fpare/ allow* me"tb atichd'you 
thither/* • i. > 

* \ ' * • 

!tivas ai)enev6leht^pt(!>^61al; The 
plaifure amf- piofK fh^ '^ctiW^tf ; ■ fey ' 

her-owh aceounti fr6m' thi" d^ccAions 
of getiiiii^i' mddi T!iin»Hopfe'"fo-^tia^'^ 
foincthiBg^ otr other ^ 'to «J>uir6hafei 
which, withlobt'dffeStfii^g-ter^ridft;' 
m%ht add^ ' a little - to ' W cBi^orti 
Already flie had turned 'tftfe'iftrcv^'liF 
vo'r. I. D her 
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her chair, and having entered her 

• ' ■ *■ . * 

recefs together, flie fhewed him a 
thpufand cuxiofities, many of which 
he bought^ but not till he had made 
certain ccmditions, that he fhoidd 
have them at his . own price ; with 
the liberty of leaving iiis purchafes 
th/E^re, till he |l^ou)d call or fend fpr^ 
them; which if it was not convenient 
for him to do inafortnight, ihe might 
apply them to apy: other purpofe: 
then wf^jii^og five guineas in a paper, 
he laiditjwa a tablp^ faying, f * There 
is^yoiUyiponey;;^ but ypu muft count 

ha^e^lfttc^jple^pein y^our converfa^ 
tloo,:^j^ I l^il^not agree to lofe a 
BiOinqit of it." 
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There was fo much good fenfe, fb 
mttoh lgracej'> in this* extraordinary 
\vo¥nah» ti^zi ihe was^ in no manner 
at a lofs to return his politenefs ; and 
when he inquired if ihe* knew Mr. 
Doting£eld's family ? ^M know none 
of-^tbsm,** &iB replied,/ " except 
Mifs Aturidel, whbfe angel face is 
ever to be feen in the abode of pover- 
ty; (he is found lingering there, even 

» 

after hc^' itfelf has deferted it/'-« 
•' Have you long known this young 
lady V* aflccd Heniy. "I have 
never had the honour of fpeaking to 
herafanytittie, Shi yet I fee her 
when file does not i^ me ; and I hear 
her fpokefn of whenfhe does not fup« 
pofc herfeljf the fubjeA of convcrfa-t 

D a tion; 
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tion; (he feeks neither . admiratioa 
no^ faim? ; ye^ all whp; fiJ^^wiU <id- 

ft 

mile, an4 »H w^cthoac wiU pf^ife 
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The groom can^f fp .tell his mafler 
the hprfcs wcjre rea4y.s. he looked at 
his w^tqhr it was later than he ini^- ^. . 
giued ; he .haftily wiflipd the phi|ofot 
phical cripple a good, day, mounted^ 
an^ galloped off with one lady in his 
head, and two in his heax;t i his mo-^ 

th?r occupied the former, ^iArAruix^ 

* » . ' * * 

del and Mifs Dormer : the latter* 

r\T ,♦ 4* . . ,♦..■ •»• 

» / • ■* • • 

Heniy returned to Bejikvpe ju^ a^. 
the bell l\ad ru^g for jdinn^f,! it ws^s^^ 
too Jateito rn^ke' ?nx alt^mj^^jUi l?Agi 
drefs, too early to cxpcii^: |y% roOthw . 
in thedr4?vingrr90|ni,ai«|.hefJUrie^ly. . 

•went 
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went to his brother's apartment, 
where fat the Countefs with an open 

r 

letter in her hand, in deep converfa- 

lion with her eldeft fon, who faid, 

at the moment Henty entered, *• I 

. defire, Madam^ to hear no more of 

this bufinef^y uiltil I am wanted:"' 

His head rtfted on the arm of the fofa, 

but the voice of Henty roufed him ; 

herofc up, fhook him afFccftionately 

by liie hand, told hhti he could not 

, iuve come at a better tim6, for tlUtt 

•he was heartily lir^Viththc dattih- 

"cd/ dull fobjea' d£ inatrJi^bny j the ' 

'D6wagcr replied, •* Bat y6u"khov<r, 

-jiiy Lowl, it IS a neccflary one.*' 

' . D 3 Here 
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X 

Here dinner was announced ; and 
as long as the fervants attended, no- 
thing more was faid upon the topic 
foofFcnfive to his Lord (hip's patience. 
X»ady Ormington appeared in better 
humour than cOmnrion ; ihe had even 
the conde£i;enfioh to a(k how the old 
parfon did ; adding, ** I hope there 
are no artful fxdffc$ belonging t6 him» 
that will be fpreading their nets for 
any ions of mine.'^ It is uncertain 
whatHenry'^ anfwer might have been; 
. ibjtunately y hts brother drew off her 
attentioQip by finding fault with every 
difh at the table, though, in fa<5t, it 
was only to be fou^d in his own debi- 
litated appetite; and by the time his 

- . grumblings 
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grumblings were appeafcd, herLaJy- 
fhip feemed to have forgotten tfec 
miflcs, and rhek* nets ; nor was there 
any open moment for renewing the 
queftioa during the remainder of that 

• i . 

After the fervanfs had placed tfte 
deflerty and were withdrawn, the 
Dowager, taking out the diamond 
pin which faftened her handkerchief^ 
Huck the point through a fine frefh- 
looking rafpberry, and pi-efenting it 
to the panting Peer, hoped'*hc would 
cat it, becaufe it exadly reprefented 
the beautiful colour that ornamented 
the cheeks of Lady Georgiana^^ 
•• Then I will not touch it, by G— ,* 

D 4 cried 
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cried .my Lord. '* And pray whj? 
npt ?** — **. Becau/c, if it is the rcpre*^ 
fcntatiye of a fine lady's complexion, 
it muft be contaminated with painty 

^and.^may add the pains of poifon ko 

..•-■- ' • «, 

the ennui of your Ladyfhip*s lec- 
ture." — ^* I am forry to hear your 
Lordlhip talk fo lightly onajubjedt 
fo fcripu^/* replies the Dowager, 
drawing up her head; ** if the Eai"1, 
your father^ had been as dilatory .\yith 
ij^c, you might not have ,re^rcfeo,^ed 
his family, or ppffeffed his .bono,ur s • -' 
-r-.*^ Dayoii. think then, 1 (houldno.t 
have made .my way into the world, 
jfuppofi^^ jj'pwr jLadyftiip had jnot 
married, ny father ? Were thpfe not 
.E thoufapdjjgrafping forh^(b?ndS|aad 

coronets 
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toronc^s then, as fhere arc now ?*•— 
•* But / lofi, my Lord, when lex- 
changed the rank of ^ Duke's daughter 
to take that of a Cdlintcfs/'— " Who 
fdfeSj c* who winS, Madam, is per- 
fe^ly indifferent id a by-ftander; 
but a man ihould not have the dice 
forced upon him whe?ft he is difin* 
dined to run any Hlk for the ftake/* 
i— ** And what* rilk is ft pbffibk 
ymi can run with fiicK a wife ii 
Lady Georgiana Crawford ?"— ** Oh, 

« 

inanjr very probable ones." — •• Name 

• ^ • . , 

ibmething in particular, my Lprd 
Ohnitigidh i general re'fle(5li6hs are 
by lio means cdnclufive/?-^'* I do 
iibt like h^r old qiUz of a father j 
hfsf a^ifice is fo great, ihat unkfs I 

^ 5 ilarve 
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ihrve my children he would call m« 
ipendthrifr. I do not; like her incf^ 
ther, (he is damned artlul : her eyes 
are like the fun ; no flower of nobility 
can efcape them, and a man isfure to 
be popped into her family, whether 
'with or without his confent* I do 
not like her long generation of quali« 
ty aunts and coufins, of which a lift 
is given at full length in the newfpa* 
pers whenever flie has enfnared a pi- 
geon in her net." — ^VWell, my 
LiOrd/' cried his mother, half fmil^ 
ling, but impajtiently interrupting 
him, *• you certainly can have no ob- 
jedlion to the lady herfelf ?"— -*• No 
very particular one j and if I muil 
many a coquette, jQie may do as well 

as 
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as another. Hdwever, Madam » I 
Mpeat what I told you before, that 
till I am wanted to iinifh this family 
concern, 1 defire to be relieved en- 
tirely from the fubjeft/*-^** Your 
Lordfhip may depend on my giving 
you as little trouble as poifible,' ' y«t 
fome attentions on your pirt "muft 
diftinguifh Lady Georgiana, when* 
my Lord GifFord brings' her to riiake , 
you a vifit.** — "Rather fay, when he 
comes to take me in j and perfuadd 
me to fit down with him at (fixpenny 
caflino : his experience at that low 
play is well enough known ; •'he has 
difpofed of one daughter already at 
the game : curfe me, if I turnt)vcr a 
pack of cards with the fpefUcled^dd 

n 6 fycophant » 
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fycQj^hant for \d^ xt^ h|indrcds 1'* 
TT^V Yo^r LQrdilyp Ce^S i^cli^^ * 
pQ abufiyc. " — *^ I ^m xa9re incl^cd^ 
Mfdam, tp flecp away 'the fuxpes of 
dinner : you^r yesjMjfoci )va$ too iiew $ 
it fits heavy on my flomach."--^* Mr. 
Neville,'* faid the Couotefs to Henry ^ 
who^ frpm not underftan4ing the 
fubjed, had taken no (^are in tlic 
cpnyerfijitlpn, but %t with aftoni£h-» 
;nep| fn h\s face^ and .a. bpp^ ip hl^ 
h^d» lii^enin|^ to this ic^qtie of 
^i^f^ying yp.a njian,w|:)o h^d alr^y 
mprc than one foot }n the gr^ve^ 
** Mfr Ncvillp, have the goodnefs t9 
ailift youx brother, who .wii|ije$ to 
Retire J ^ Mfhca he ]ias.nofjtfrt^r 



ofefor ymh roeot me in the drawing* 



room." 



The ^nticmen retued together ; 
sny Lprd, whoreiled on the flioulder 
of Henry ^ burning round as they .^nent 
out at the door, aiked his mother, 
ivhy (he could not make herfelf con-; 
tented with the ^efcnt Heir Ap^ 
fareniy addiag, that, for hi$^ part, he 
did iiot^ defire a better, ; and hfsartily 
iviihed ihe would adopt his p|)inioni 

♦ • 

Xhe brothers fcparafeftd no more 
during the evening j of cpurfe, that 
eonferenqe . the P^wage? fsem^' to 
h»vc cl.«rnande<d, with H«wi :Wae <ie- 
fcjred .tp vjQther. Qgportunky. - . * 



At 
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At the departure of our Ixero, Mrs* 
Doringfield, having ordered that din- 
ner ihould be immediately ferved, 
obferved to her hufband, firft, that 
{he had never feen Lavinia look fo 
moells fecondly, with a frtiile of com- 
placency, that Mr, Neville was 't 
charming young man j and laftly, 
that it feemed mighty odd, nay 
mighty providential, that he fhould 
have taken fuch a fancy to the little 
Lydia,— ** Nature is all-fufficient> 
my dear.** — ** Indeed I am not quite 
of your opinion, Mn Dc^ngfield ; 
the liberalities of Nature, without the 
poliih of education, lofe half their at« 
traaions.**— ** The child is well 

enough^ 
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enough, in boththefcrefpeiftsj £<» 
ihe inherits the charms of her mo« 
thcr ; and ifty ward Alicia will teach 
her how to improve them by a vir^ 
tuous conduct/' 

Lavinia coloured, her mamma 
looked pale ; it was in both, though 
of difl&rent ihades^ the livery of diiap- 
poiixtment* ** Youvciyniuch miftakc 
my meaning, '^ cried the enraged 
lady to her ferene confort ; ** I was 
neither talking of your ward, the ill« 
fated child,normy poor loft daughter : 
no, Mr. Doringfield, I have no rooii) 
for fuch fort of people in my 
thoughts ; I have one jewel, thanlc 
pod^ uncontaminated j her only \ 

ihaU 



ifl^Il thtiriik ; ift ifhi titiiAl of wii«fe 
peifonai and fntnt&l iacCdtoplMb- 
ments^, eviert yo^, Sir, tfy y«ur con^ 
Heiion with us, friay, if it is not your 
own fault, reap both honotfr iand ad-- 

vantage.'* — •* My dear Rebecca, 

* 

why ptit yourfelf in a paffion ?" re- 
plied thd tranquil divine ; thth adcied§ 
taking the hand of his daughter-in^ 
law, ** Lavini»i you muft not let the 

• ' ~ » 

partial prailie df your fond tnotfefei 
infpire you with vanity; thatcanktei*^ 
eating foe to ^ure beauty. I alloW 
you are tiandlbnle ; I belieVe you ari 
g(x)d;-ah^ I hbpe to fee youmarri^ 
«c> & hulBand \*hof (hall be ybur e^'Hat 

» 

itt every thirig." Mifs drew HerhaM 
frotn hi9 with an air of filcht'c6*ri 

tempt; 
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tempt j her mother encouraged her 
by a nod and a fmile» which feemed 
to fay, ** We Jhall be toe mfichfor 
him;'^ but the appeair^loce of ^Alicia 
Arundel, rwhich wa$ fopn foUcrwed 
by that; of; a l^g of lamb., :g(Mn Ipeas, 
;duck$, and a parfoa's. pudding,' put 
a flop to every thing that had iny 
femblancCy . jiowever t emote, to, cori- 
.fidential chit-chat* They adl took 

:tjA^f pJascs at: table > fchiep, with'm}^ 
'^Q% vinth affi^d' good jiiBmovir ) 4 
jrefpeSable majority y as times igd, oh 
rihe fide of i^i;ight heartcdnefs/ 1 

' Mr. Dormgfieid, haying . madecji 
Second elei^liofi^ did tuot coniaDltreithcr 
hiseyeSji Kis ear$; or hii^ |>^fGmn$, in 

choofihg 
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choafing St wife ; he was chiefly dt- 
reded by the fatherly afFedion with 
which he regarded the amiable 
daughter of his deceafed friends ; it 
was much lefs for his own fake than 
for hers, that be prevailed onhimfelf 
to marry. The chamiing woman 
who prefided over his family left at 
her death a vacancy in his heart, as 
weU M in his domeftic economy f^ 
the former, he did not expeA would 
be ever filled, it being as difiicuk to 
find two wives preeifdy fomied 
for the fame iituation, as by chance 
to pick up two pidtures made on 
purpofe to fit one frame ; it was a 
much eafier matter to provide a lady 
ivho would bear his name, g-race his 

tabic, 
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table, manage his fervants, and chape^ 
rone his ward. 

In looking round his neighbour- 
hood for a female of this defcription, 
he caf): hi» eyes on the widow Dormer^ 
to whom he had paid feveral confola- 
tory viiits^ on the double occafion of 
her eldeil daughter's fedudtion and 
deaths juft as ihe had brought into 
the world that little Lydia, whofe at« 
tradions fcMr Henry were fo ftrongly 
temarked by Mrsf. Doringfield as 
nighty frovidential ; and drew from 
her ^ufbahd the laconic reply, that 
Nature was all-fufficient. To ex« 
plain the meaning of thefe dark fay^ 
Ings^ it is only ncceffary to declare, 

that 
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that Lord Ormington, then Lord 
Beauchamp, on one of his financier- 
ing excurfions to Bellevue,had amufed 
the tedious hours of folitude, filrft in 
gaining theafFedions, aiid afterwards 
in fedli:ing the honour, of an ihino- 
cent, beautiful girl, whofe life bi- 
caizie the facriiice of herimpnidtnce^ 

; . '' '• ' • - 

Mtrit Dokimfefi kt the tiiM tiPis 

./LQf4fiiip'< acqWntimce tbbntRfiic^ 

withherdattgHter^ 1/^as the widiciw df 

a worthy, btj I iod%tntt)fiiber, whcfc 

foriime ^oi^Hg^d of a penfion ftom 

Qpvemment, -a I ifnall houfe, 4xii 

. fmall :garden^ a few^res of mesrdow 

aground jutt 'ehougii to fubfift^ tw> 

cows, who gfatefuijly, in iri:uih>m<»e 

than 



thui half fiipported her family, Ne« 
ce0ity/ .h^itai^ht. her economy » but 
pridft^ivfould hardi)^ "^dmit hei^ to the ^ 
fr9e.uf9g^rofit;iat Jeafty as*far.as^p-i 
pquTdnces w6uld go^ in her own 
dff^imi thatof thf youngiladiesiihe ' 
hadsQOthiogi to jdo w^b the faving - 
fyilem^ . Abroad, evciy thing was in - 
ftylcj \at home, every ^ thing was • 
fcan^ $ except flie eould have- the . 
felick^r of entertaining^ ^ pedplp '^ of - ^ 
{^SoSaOi.^ whichrfometkiies li^p^ed^ 

» * 

frqobiibfir: fovmer conaexian- wkhi the^ - 
greaib wor]idij^fbr'though*^(ke had not - 
bafiQBdiid'Uthe^unikMKe'of liigk life^^ 

th^iba^ dP ft'lame Cbuhters*<'t«ad<^ ' 

eaien > The ^^ii^ of he^tinind was not 

r . %.j i more 
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more flexible than prolific ; nor were 
artifite and meannefs the only crops ■- 
it produced ; many &eds of ambition' 
had jcrept in amongft them, which 
her marriage with the fbn of her , 
Ladyfliip's ftewardy and the rank of 
a captain's lady, called &)rth t6 vege^ 
tatipQ; ^nd fo rapid wis their^growth, /^ 
as alhiofl to overrun all her other 
qualifications. It j^ rather unlt^cky^ i 
that a ^affwa (o Exalted Hiould, as is '>\ 
too pften the cafe, be the deibfiiftion 
of: Its pof&fTor : we make this romarki 
becaufe ijt is difficult to attribute die 
fall of Mif$ Dormer to any other !ori« 
gipal f9!urce, than the extcetne af- 
iiduity of her mother to attract: the 
nojticeajad engage the viilts of Lord - 

Beauchamp^ 
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Beauchamp, after k came to her: 
knowledge jthat hp had been heard jl^ 
fwear by his Maker » that Mifs Lydia ^ 
was a finer wpmatit|iao'the>I>utcheis . 
of—; 

4 . 
. . . • • • 

It is no hard matter to bring peo^i 
pie together who are willing to meet. . 
"The widow inveigled this noble ad- . ^ 
mirer to her honfe, where all her 
plans fucceeded, except that the 
trifling formality of a marriage xrere- 
mony was omitted; not owing to any , 
J^^Jgligence of her own ; on the con- 
trary^it was the honourable foundation 

« * 

on which (he intended to build the 
magnificent flrudure of family ag^ 
graudizement : whole fault it was» . 






«l 
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im fuch ■ cftfes/ is not leafily dctcN 
itiinedl; I'Hc accidental overthrow of 
this ' Ce^bls tiafiff brought Hiame and 

death on her daughter. WeekraftBr 
week, month after month, Mrs. 
DBrmfercContdalcd^bllfflieS withiii 

the walls of retirement i either vent- 

» ■ * 

ing^ execrations- on the Peer; admi* ' 
ring thccharm^'of that child 'which 
ftill remairied mnrrfled*; or, perhaps, 
in'forming^ new ftnrtagems, ^how to 
dilpofc b£ them4ibiiotirabiy'; dh^'to 
advantage- WHatcv6r"wiis "tHc tta- 
tiii*e bf - her emprRrjrrhentS* frdm the 
tirite-of p6or Lydia^ intehndnt, the " 
ncighbbtii^' fejft compliments/ and; ' 
caHed ixr Vain *« thendooi' of ' her tot- 

tage; 



t 
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\' 



(73 ) 



\ 



tage. She was a lady much verff d in 

die wajrs of die world; and fufpeft'f. 

ed their inquiries, - pfSrfonialy or by 

me^ge. Were ii6t entirely i compdied 

of genuine 'kiridnefs, * but * a: good 

deal frtkedwith curiofity^, a Jittle 

envy, and more of malice than either* 

It- was- ^ nothing h\i{ "- her exterifi vc 

knowledge .cf modern cuftdms^^iq the 

higher circles, that could have kd her 

ifito what; by tl^at very circfimftancc, 

hai^ned^to be a^error j the inhabit- 

awts of a>country village being very 

unlike courtly dwellers in many re- 

fpeds ; and when thefe rubies did ^P^ 

feddyjOF carry their inquiries^ i^liras 

atSuaUywdtfa the benevolent ideiij 

of ikii(HP^]iig bow ihe fuppc^ried Jber 

. vomiff E heavy 




\ 
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heavy zBAiQiota^ a^ well as to latdtnU 
ni&ct cbiftfebtidn «o her w^oMsdtd 

poiftkm t)£ nfp cS t ; Mr. I)c>(iiRgfidd: 
lived but a few ttiks from tht dii« 
conToIale wtdbow^ he«^ liltp «)ie reil 
of ^ her land ilejghbQiinf ielt reai 
<(orapa6ian for th^ laniily misfer* 
time, witbout cofiifidcark9bg, or evea 
fimnifir^, ^lasi it casne, io ooe way ^ 
by her owa iovitai^M). The trutk 
k^ if ihe had not been mo^kma^ 
hot davgteerttijghtlttve Ci»nHmicd 
vifltivius^ 

If^ B i in ttB i ' iribcyrted anoBkv 

fbe lotre «f popttl«in^ 

.ialnured 



laboured tx^. fbUm, by » iery jTe kiai 

9JyL|fcu«aioui^iaU v?Xika, a^ cyea to 

(fifiaf;p^w^€^ by ed^^ii^^^ without 
lij&it^ion j andffNT heap ia£nc<tfe prx^r 

/ridRdsi, y^'ho were f<a% to ^give thcif 
cood word, thatiit i$ no wonder Mr« 
pprifigfield 4^ouId^ fix onr^ t^s ladj 
4s the fpcceflbr of .his fi^^smcr wifi^ 
He iiqicd p£ her iiedyfioo from fop 
^Bi^, he thought it c^oe. .3Wi iff^ 
^&ed heraccordingl^^ Ua;v\^i^tp 
be turned off with the hord of uafup^ 
^^a^ul vi£tQr$, ^ter..^eM nrnde up 
1)|s^, cVind .tp |[ive hxF ly ardf a >v99;»ap 

j#„Sff#.J?P«f4«g for. licr,jHrQ^Hjfl» 

^ £ c^ he 
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( 76 J ' 

» • » • • 

he announced his ptirpofed interview 
ina phin fcniible letter, which gaincdi 
fiim adniittance, a flattering recep- 
tion, and, in due time, the hand of the 
i^dy. Thus were the <wo moft 
:<^^(it€ families united in one ; the 
preliminaries to this unexpected wed- 
ding were foon accommodated ; every 
thing poffefled by the bride he fettled 
©n her daughter, rejoicing that hi^ 

• • • • 

tcloved Alicia would be happy in a 
iDQmpanion fo agreeaWe, fo every way 
fuitabl?, Alas, poor man I he chofe 
"for her quite as well as for himfelf 1 

what could the befl of guardians do 

* . . • • •. - 

inore ? His own private fbrtunfe hfc 

*U4ve-to his wife^fdf her life; Ihoiilti 

flie happen to* fiirvive 'him; tlWan 

which 
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which nothing was more likely^ 
being at leaft twenty years his junior ^ 
jeferving only to himfelf the power 
of bequeatjiihg his eftate in remain-^ 
der^'with the generous defign of 
making a fmall provifion for that 
unfortunate infant, whom Providence 
ieemed. to have thrown upon his pro- 
^e^Qm who received few fmiles, 
and fewer carefles, from her dif creel 
grandmother, and her virtuous, aunt^ 
who by chance had hitherto encouii- 
tered, no temptation^ to.p^der her 
otherwife. 

As to the noble father of Lydia, he 
did not fo much as know that he was 
a father ^ he had heard indeed, by 

4 

E 3 accident, 
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accicfent, as be was running his horfeis 
at New marker, that Mifs Dortticr 
was dead. This new$ being told him 
by a gendeman who had taught the 
fpiind in his journey from Buxton i 
without hearing of what dlforder Ihcr 
died, and reaching his LordfhipY 
ears juft as his favourite r^cer haif 
^on the plate, he onfy replied/* th€ 
was adamtledfldcgiTl;^ aod per* 
ha^s never thou^fit of heir agftm; 



« 



* Mrt; Dtttncr did not wanf ^ffff 
tofeel the injuries of her daughtid^t 
but (he wanted the independent fpiftlt 
to (hew her fcftfe of them to thole 
beFbrtwbom (he had bcett ufed to 
tremitJle ; we do hot mean Lord aftd 

Lfddy 



» * 
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Lady Onnington in particular^ all 
lords and la^ieSi^ in the eyes of this 
humbk binder of auality, were alike 

tfCffieodcHU^. She was not even ac«» 
qiiaioted witkthe magnificent ownerfr 
f^ ^Ilevue > but fipom mere inftin^t 

• • *■ * ' ■ 

Iht fenenr, that,, if told of ke> imslbr% 
ttme^thej waald duak theii! Son had 
dbik: Bar too iMudt batioiir io fedo*^ 
cjiig ker daughcw j imd iliac^fiie how 
icif flioiild bctOMa Ae ol)$eA of their 
nfuli for the daring pfefump«k)fi of 
mmiig her blood wMh tkat of thi^t 
itobitt boofe^ She Itaid no pftlen^ 
^ons to public reftitution ; (he thete*^ 
£qK determined to wait for private 
revenge the firft opm opportunity 
which fccmed to pflfer. Thefwecteft 

£ 4 of 
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of all others prcfcnted itfclf in the 
form of Henry Neville, on that day 
when he fo utxexpecftedly came-to 
- yifit them; whenLaviniabroke upon 
him in all her charms.o6 real beauty, 
feigned iimplicity , and decided ^^{^ 
lution io£ letcii^ no c(^ci^fu^'' elcajii 
her ; ivhcn the looks ia£% I*|enry:firil 
Hifpired both mother and daughter 
with the fire of hope, . aJthcnighi su 
littl(^ extinguiihedby the jdiftra£tioa 
to which they fuddenly changedt^^joa 
feeing Alicia pafs through the room* 
and the qvident agitation with which 
he waited her return. I 

,. . The feed of ambition is fcattered 
in moft hearts; and if the mind be 

well 
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wdl cultivate,d, the fruit becomcff no-. 

• * ' » * 

We, and anfwers the original; if n^. 
it rans to weeds, and places thepofv 
feflbrs upon a precipice, whe;«j / if 
profperity carries them ever fo littje- 
beyond their poife, it overturns and. 
dailies them to pieces : thus it. was- 
with Mrs. Doringfield, when. her 
lovely and once innocedt. child be^ 
came a vi<5feim to the fiUy hopes ofi 
W miftaken. mother ; who,^ infteadj 

• » ^ « ' • 

of g;ivi^^ leflbns of: vanity,. ;flu)uld 
have ihftilfed thpfe of hlimility,. 
which would have taught her, A^t 
virtue, not pedigree,^ can render., a 
y9ung woman eithei ;refpe<aa]bl(^ , or. 
happy;;, but pride, amhitio^^^ aijid 
thw attjWjdant avaBicei, V?4cFWft^ 4^ 

'E 5 minion . 
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fflmion in tnc foul of that woftiati, 
whom- thfe refpcaaBle arid worthy 
Boring^efd had un/ortunafc^ le* 
leded as the perfoh who wis to^ 
fiicceed ih his heart aiid houK^v nls 
truly ttmiabky gemle, and IovcJjf 
wife. Death had fhatched her frotft 
His aims^ while yet in the meridian 
^fendourof her life. Never had afi^<» 
tion been more fervent th»i that Mt 
by this once happy pair; and during 
the years they had been united, in* 
creafing happinefs and increafih|^ 
paffion marked the time ; for every 

day new inftances of tendernefs, and 

» 

more intimate knowledge of ckiiac* 
ter; confirmed and augmented the eh^ 
th^lkfin bfdieir hearts. TBeiewas 

lio 



J 
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no wifli of the 6ne which the otf^er 
fjki not ftrive to anticipate j and tt^ 
fpcd: for each othcru mxJcrftanding 
pronipted attention tb eacK'other^i 
opinions; utibounded love waj^ the 
parent of eternal peace i whife ufi* 
bounded friendfhip communicated 
every hope and fear. 

Often aid they fay ticthing could 

. . . s - / 

add to their happincfs ; and every 
hour prefented to the affedlionate 
wife fbriio iflftance of ftill-increafiiftg 
paffion in Kcr adoring hufband; they 
laughei at the fooliili opinions of the 
^Vor^, that thofe united m the ttiar*. 
riage ftatc muft be tired of cadi other j 
and tiMugh in company ttiy carc- 

•U^' iuUy, 



( 84 ) 

• - • ♦ 

fuNy* avoided that l^bpured.fanda^is 
yvhifh difgufts^.yi^t a penetrating fjre 
migbf eafijy fee^ byjC^-taipuivaffbaec^ 
jittentions, an<4 ^j^mo(i[c i^^^^hich 
little /er vices were done^ that ihfiy, 
ftill were lovers. * 



4 I » 



Under the flieltering protedion of 
Mrs. Doringfield had Alicia Arundel 
been\ brought forward j and ?11 thofe 
virtues, which in fo. great a degree 
jidorned her beloved prote^trefs , were 
equally yifible in this fair, bloonoing 
branch, which, cmpped ifxova it« 
parent tree, fcarcdly f^ th? lofs fl^e 
Jhad fuftained, wbilft bl^fftd^^itb..^ 
paternal., afie&ion of thi^ worthy 
{)air. , She had but juft attained the 
' . ..• ^ age 



age of fixtcen, when the adoredfWJfe„ 
aad lefpeded friead, was fnatch^d 
from a:;life^of joy to the bofom of 
her Creator, who had fpared her as 
an .example of all that was praife^ 
worthy in life, and now recalled her 
pure fpirit to that heaven, where fhe 
would doubtlefsly receive the reward 
of , her adtive , benevolence, and re- 
fignation to the ^11 of that God (he 
^orfliipped. , .TChjnk wha^.wnmeaT 
fumble mifery. agonizof the foul of 
him who altx3i9ft .worl^ipped her, 

• - 

when (he vanifhed from the. fatq of 

* 

the earth, and was as thofe who had 
never been! He wajs a(; firft almoft 



ftupidly ^-nfeijliye ; .l>ut;whenj ;rac^. 
-ing titftvre 'fouCecl.. hinj from that 
.;• ' torpid 
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tofpiS ftate, if imaglfiation qaaiv <:o»- 
ceive the hdat takes ovAi and torn 
afunder, while its miferable owner 
ftiir furvives, then, allowing for the 
y ropcriWity of mental toiment, it may 
iform fomfe conception of the faflferings 
of Doringfield. He awoke as from * 
charttiing dream, a dream of long 
Jiappineft to come, while many a 
year fhoiild glide away in peace and 
Idve; th6 ground had flipped from 
beneath 1ii8 feet, and he faw nothiirg 
b\it aft abyft into which he was tb 
fittk fofeVer. He traverfed the lon«- 
fome ro«ms of his ' comfortable refi- 
dence, n^hfer^, in reading and in con«> 
Verfaition, fo many happy hours had 
glided away; o^ hie chi«w faiml«if 

in 
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in agOKjr on than Im4 M(4wfe ^pMcs 
tndha^ptmfs had iepdfod. 

' 11ioug;h the xuta&y man# for » 
tinie, thus differed fers ifolingt ta 
gM tfie better of that i^oqs rx£ga»i»\ 
Hank he owed to the will of the Di^ 
vme Being, who had bkfled him fo 
loDg* with the paSedfion of bis now; 
angel Fzxmy ; he was cotiicious o£ 
the error • into whieh hi& diftradtioA 
Ited!k)l him« At length, he^ioufeili 
Umielf frbfi) b^ lethargy j andTioie, 
iIhiI great pliy^iaQi akk4 -b/^ R<#-' 
gp9n» allowed, ceaibo ta operate JKe 
nMemcfs «^ hi6;foiiTpw mellowed into 
loAdfr* but; ncyarceafing reinem^ 

bfaaioef; t|i)4t 19 two years,. bi« turn 

for 
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fife; and impatience of 

« 

the gloom of folitudc, made hitn 
gradually entertain a wifli for haviog 
once more a re£fdence enlightened by 
female fociety and domeftic focial 
comfort ; fdr not being himfelf ar-* 
rived at that period of life when the 
world ceafes to regard our adlions^ 
he had, on the death of Mrs.Doring- 
field, placed the young and lovely^ 
Alicia with a relation who refided 
in London, where her education had 
been completed uhder the beft rtiaf- 
ters the capitad afibrded. With the 
hope of again enjoying a happy 
home, he propofed marriage;to the 
^idow Dormer, and never was po6i* 
man more unfortunslte in the choice 

of • 



1 
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of a cQfnp^^ion^ Indeed i£ is the 
fa^e c^f .many t;o fail; in adlions uti* 
(ierti^ca . from the, beJft and moft 
re^ipfeabk.;iwxuv«i^ .but which, , in 
th^.i clvd, f^in. 4ufe; widely contraiy 
to: what wm Jhoped and €Xpe<£bed. 

iCttu?xit:rly^8'JWith,;t^Si,g004 JMid/jfftt 

coavjbcefl rf/ tbfe jftrikirig . cofrtsifl; 
yifible in thtJrfe. women :to, whic^m iic 

if ^»s. totf I^fce that , he had nubdeia 
dtfcavoy fo;det3ai^^ re» 

pofe:; I add all oliat^jidw 'remained 
was .for him .to.ieGoncile.his mind 
to that fatehe J^d>|iutit out of his 
own poivec to ayert* . 
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In ttw coorfe pi ^ yitry few ^ayt 
the vi^tof Mr. Ni^vilte was cepeatfd. 
to the<'^£»np§c'y_o( Alhbofuraf ^ 
hts Jfftiv^i he vu 'tttfoff msd ilie Ia« 
dies were gone w Peibf t ^(^ thft^ 

fide btdof »dy4ilgikeig^boiif,-^; 
WiM cxpeAcd l» retOM iA 4 Khidit 
tiiiet to tlibtfteH^enwe w»ajik|6di 

»refpe<|liil1nur«NtfUl afiitJHio»i4lM 

ottv beio-wotdili jiigtiviMklWik'^ 
(Rnbanco of ids mtiAeii,' by an old 
man whoihad occupied tlie finaatna 
he ftitt Jicid toe like >ftttit))i> duvinf 

tho& daj«>wJini>tlir toothful Henif 
was beoefited ^ ikb ittfttu^ions of 

hie pioufi friend, in the hope of 

gaining Ionic information refpef^iing 

the 
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^e hMy Atkk, lie alighted, and 
givi^ Isis hdyfe to the tin of old 
Bmiel, bent hu 'fteps'fdWttr^ thi 
gssd^, ih -vAof^ Jbe intended to 
mnaik MtakU ftilh M«. IToringfieid 
hud pfBttottiiod flNr dtttiM which hui 
liinn iiittiifOfii mniuifCt * 

■ i . ^ 

' ^ Ifdiftjl lomid •» the hack of 
tin hwiCtt be Mheld, Anted in a 

fekting'^afadbonoatlieliiwiiy dw 
ft^ ^fin of h«p ivho was tha felt 
dflft'cf hit lb quick vetuni. Ftoni 
tiftf whtding af the path; and iiom- 
her of lowering Ikrubs with which 
it was thtcldjr planted, he wae not 

obfei'ved hy Mi& Avundet i and had 

the 



• 
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ihe gratification Jo view unnoticed 
the. interefting little group; which 
Qpw prefe&ted .it&lf« She uias featecL 
at a tabk, on which vlay fcattered 
fevelral drajwings,. and was bufily. 
employed : ifi iketchiiig a likenefr c^ 
the fmiling Lydia -; one ^rhite l^n^ 
held the pencil, which the (kill of 
^ ^tift guided^ ivhile the other :was 
^rows ^ round the oeck. * of ijm 
W«>wning girlt :whg, ^ with all vtfatt 

wa$ gaziog^on the Ipvdj idfic, <if hei 
(weet i^jEhoudifi^fs^ M^ith ia&ntinc 
eag^rn0f$*; and delight:, througho^ 
the aparftnacnt was yiiiWc- an ^ir of 
Superior tafte j the 4e«<HpMEi0n$ rw^ere 
fitnply clcgaptj th<} walls covered 

with 
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« 

with plain grech ^ papery on %hich 

» -- 

were placed,: in 'compattfhentsi the 
ihotfe beautiful drawings rbct^w'eeA 
each of thcfe liung fmkH ftra\^ 
baikets fiHed ^it h 'the freflieft 
flowers ; the drawings and ^glafles 
were wreathed* by feftoons of greett 
fafaves,^fottnet} to reprefen* branches 
of 4kortl, whkh kad <^ moft novel 
tad fimple 'cfle<a": Uhi bo0k«rfes 
weit peculiarly elegant, ai^d ol-na^ 
xxiefttcd in^the fame'ftriking manmn 
Whilft tlie^pink net'ci!ittaB«s, >fo^ 
Qild / fdi^MTS^ OlA over a * whifte- callcb 
tkaperf , < thr^W ' a' moft entHftnthy^ 
€l|ade^ i6:r€S^xtht 'r^m,;\^hteb itoiett 

fit^ttibode foi? tHe^fevely l)CH)gs>wh* 
J . : •. ; » then 



t\xa £dapMG^ the hcaax and cy^ of 
the before:, q^^^i^ted Heniy. Aa4 

» « 

g^d, than; the attxai^g cfea|3^ 
who, Jd the diajaps,5>f bet^uty^ji^^ 
every viitue ^nd .9llX0jan|4i|hn^^tf 
lyliich , cpmI4 b« uoited ia yrefoan, 
Jbkr voice ¥w« bfirtnanyj Jitfr %uif 
was, p^feO fymmtftiy, hcc efi^^ 
molien gnqen and when fii&i^iMf 
cjFei on «tt exclamation of furprife 
HlftHVd- by -tbie ohild, ilie-diftotefed 
Mt; ;N«vU2e» ^be iccciva^ aad-Mi. 
.^wned hfs ^MiiiplftnaiKs iviili «^ 

iRiiX» which /pelbe hc< iiib«ni im^ 
4mi^ ol fottl^ «f hikr h«i alui«i«M 
'^ countenance 
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♦ «■»<>. 



inccYiified^ (he turned pale^ 
iSSAi a foieat 'blttfb in quitk'fcic^ 
iSaSSbn doged'lier tranfpafcnt fidii } 
fyk the bioom x>f faappiftofs tiad foi^ 
fifam her cheek; yet the ^delicate 
Htiffior^ihe look of plaiiitrvt. fweet* 
llCfll^ cnlf rmdefcd her more intereft* 
i«|j*f lovityi and'gave a cortvindwg 
^r6c#« that Ixit sfof t^Hle can add charm$ 
IdlSMfitiljft^ whidii, Oft iLfe^ling mind^ 

]|fWM<Mki6tikl f<M?^ 10 lis power/ ^ 

iMhia^lliii^Mi}^ «it»feevar b^ llQp«b 

^M^^La .^^^^^^ ^M.^^J^^^ A^^K * 'V^v^b^^fti^ ^^h^^^fe^^ ^UbA^^^Jite ^^^^^^ 

4f\f /, • >* COwW 
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could equal the cliarras with 'wkich 
the da%<m of ' this wo^ld may be dkitt 
to have broken upon Im yieW:Vttlle 
expiration of infancy $ iikc thcihoilb^ 
ing feen through a Jight mift, every 
object vi^s minified, and fancy ^ 
the future imper&j^y beheUi not^k^ 
but the colours of beauty ):>i^' the 
ground of happiod^} wtnle;tlW*fi^a 
pf life was rifing te xleyer ii^Highl 
of beings fo(^ched in its, itietidiafi, or 
chilled by its departure. His fpirits 
yftn ^idAly )i^ec4aeid ^hf, fMflbilltyi 
]lhd «Btiii!^ci^ by tetiderHe^j^ worling 
on a difj^ofirioti unvfually'affddhail 
ate.i 'but thf early, diiippoiilgneiit M 
ijldd9neountcre4 iir' the o^bA 9o6^Sfk 
#iiV«16Ve, JxaAi.ph>dudoiia^^ 
4it!*r*« * void. 
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Toid in the fphere of his aflfedions, 
aqd bad dried up the channels 
thsough which thej had flowed j^ 
misfortune, however, gave a vigour 
to his mind^which perhaps it before 
wanted i and 3roung ambition, mixed 
With the jpurfuit of pleafure, infome 
meafure filled the vacuity, and made 
thofe years fpenton the continent 
pafs like. a fleeting dream% But now 
that the novelty of fcenes which fiyft 
engaged his attention had vanifhed, 
pleafure began to cloy ; his heart na- 
turall/ looked abroad fgr/ome mind 
flmilar to his own, that could really 
love, apd feel tl^ joy of reciprocal 
attachment. . Long did he gaze at 
^e brighter k% without meeting any 
VOL* I. F con-i 
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congenial fpirit with ivhom lie 
thought happinefs could be attained^ 
or to>vhom he hoped to be theinftru-^ 
dnent of tthat fdicity the cc^^municaH 
don of which aflbrds a del^ht khciwii 
x>n]y to thole wbo liave felt the fu^ 
|>reme pleafure of making a belovdl 
obje^ 'happj. Admiration a thou^ 
fandiimes got poflbfiion of his breaft 
at the fair faces he beheld in tht 
^various courts which forthelaftfeven 
^ears he had viiited ; but ileady love 
was fo ilew. before it occupied a 
lecond time hi^ heart, that.at laft. he 
began to think be ihould no mojre 
feei its exiftaice, but be doomed- to 
l^ewthe fex with indifibrarae,. ajin* 
proaching to diiguft j for Hefoy dill 

not 
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« 

not then know^ that amid the crowd 
of ^maks, di&greeable by vanity, 
by foUy, by temper, by apathy , there 

t 

y^ exifted fuperior and aogeliq 
beings^ hardindecd to be found, and 
in qucft of whom a man might 
wander through this , wildemefs of 

life to its end» without happening to 
fijnd what he fought j aad probably 
in the fearch'iix on the wojft of mor- 
tali. 

In this ftate of mind it was 
Henry's fate to behold Alicia Arun-* 
dek The modeft referve of her ^lan-* 

tiers would have caufed her perfec^ 

• ■ » _ 

dons to fae^unobferved by fools ; not« 
withjUanding hejr graceful perfon and 

Fa lovely 



lovdy countenance would have clainw 
td from any man the appellation of a 
moft beautiful woman, confcious dig- 
nity of charaiSter, and unwillingncfs 
to obtrude the excellencies (lie pof- 
feffed, left their difcovcry to obferva- 
tion more keen than that of the 
common crowd of beaux. Her fweet 
eyes .exprefled not merely ftrength of 
iinderftanding, and fuavity of temper, 
but alfo an innocent playfulnefs hid 
under natural fhynefs to flrangers, 
and an unafFed:ed modeity, which, 
like the cheerful fun behind a fum- 
xner's cloud, difcovers in a thoufaad 
.fcattered lights his playful beams. 
Before an hour had elapfed , by polilh- 

cdandiiitereumgconveri&tioi), Heni^ 

had 
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I 

ftad baniflied referve from her bofom, 
and enjoyed all the unreftrained' 
charms of natural eloquence : fuch 
refined delicacy of fcntiment flowing 
frbm^ the moft lovely mouth Nature 
ever formed, made the elegant 
Neville her own for ever. 

Mr. Doringfield at laft entered 
Ae room, and, after a Ihort time 
pafTed in the fociety he had joined^ 
rcquefted our hero would fpend the re- 
mainder of the day at his cottage^ and, 
till dinner (hould be ferved, accom- 
pany him in a walk. He particularly 
wifhed to point out fome improve- 
ments he had made in his little do. 

main during the abfence of his pupil ; 

* 

F 3 which 
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which he flattered himfelf wouIcHe- 
ceive the fandtion of his approbation. 
** My wife and Lavinia/* continued 
the good man, *• will not return till 
evening; but Alicia will fupply the 
place of Mrs.Doringfield; arid when 
fhe is prefent, we can fcarcely fed 

the want of any one's fociety j for I 

• 

afllire you, Mr. Neville, the more 
you know of this fweet child oF 
mine, the more you will find to ad- 
mire. As you become acquainted with 
the rich treafures of her mind, and fee 
her kind attention to this unfortunate 
' little infant, you will believe it is not 
the leaft part of that humanity (he 
is ever ready to evince to all who 
ftand in need of her regard and affift- 

ancc. 
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tmce. Indeed^ flie is almoft a-parcnc 
to the dcferted Lydia; who has. sr 
claim on your heart, my dear Henry, 
which, when you are informed of 
its nature, my own tells me, you 
will not renounce. The particular 
circumftance which induces me to 
make this demand on your afFedions, 
I will impart to you during out 
ramble.*^ Then takinghis hat fromoff 
"Ac head of the playful cbild^ wha 
liad ccep^ between his knees, he en- 
tercd the garden , neludlantly followed 
by our hero, who could not bear, 

even for a moment, to quit a place 

« 

in which he had difcovered fuch 
numberlefs attradion$; and, with 
the impetuoiity of youth and fervem 

F 4 pailion, 
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paffion, he refolved immediately tp 
lay open to the infpeiSion of Mr. 
Doringfield the fentiments by which 
his foul was occupied. 

• Not a moment was loft in putting 
this plan into execution ; he capdidljf 
confeffed, that on, his firft intro- 
dudtipn to the ladies which compofed 
fais donieftic circle, his admiration 
and attention had been fliared be* 
tw^en the two moft lovely girls he 
had ever beheld 5 that the fair Lavir 
Ilia had made a momentary impref- 
iion on his imagination ; but the f^f- 
cinating Alicia had thrown, once 
more, the fhafts of loye into his 
bofom;\** Yet till this moment/' 

continued 
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continued he, *' I was unconfcioUs 
of the extent of the dominion {he 
acquired over my whole foul; a 
paflion fb fervent, that, unlefs it be 
returned with ardour equal to my 
own, I find will render riie for ever 
jniferable.** His refpedlable friend 
did not interrupt Mr. Neville, until 
he had given the fuHeft explanation 
of his future intention ; then taking 
him kindly by the hand, he faid, , 
with an ihtereft ftrongly marked by 
th^ emotion Yifible in hi^ manner, 
*• The fincerity and friendfhip you • 
iiave evinced tp wards me^ by the 
candid communication you have juft 
jQ^^, my dear young friend^ at the 
fame moment produce in my mind 

* e 

F 5 . the 
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the oppofiCe fenfations of 'pain and 
pleafure. Believe me, I art fully 
fenfible of the high ^ice I ought to 
4et on confidence thus honourably 
Tepofed; but I have reafons to hment 
the attachment fo haftily formed'; 
hdwcver, the opennefs of your avowal 
deniands equal candour on my ^rt. 
It is but juftice you (hould be i^nade 
acquainted with fome events, in 
which the members of my &mily aie 
particularly concerned j and in which , 

m 

owing to the indifcretion of one 
^nearly connediied with you, my amia- 
ble pupil, you cannot feel unm- 
tCKfted/* Doringfield then briefly 

r 

Tehted the^articularsof theunfcrttt- 
nate partiality of Xiord Ormington^ 

the 
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lovely but guiky daughter of 
his wife ; the fruit of which con-i 
aeXiottHtnry heard withaftonifhment 
tod regret was that engaging little 
being, whom he iti 'future promifcd 
to regard as his own, fince a niif- 
guided brother omitted to fulfil thofc 

tender duties, the heart of a father, 
ishder every circumftance, ought to 
acknowledge and perform^ But it was 
a fubjedt on which he feared to enter 
with the Earl ; for, in the irritable 
and fhattered ftate to which he was 
feduced, fatal might have been ^e 
iffiedls of any converfatioft that cobid 
ib the fiight«lft degree agftdte<tlie 
feeble frame of this martyr to difli- 
^alitmi who, at the age o^ thirty- 
; * • F 6 thrcie. 
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three, was finking into an early 
graye, to which his own viices hdd 
conducted him. Though at the 
very moment a deep confumptioa 
threatened c^ch day to terarinate his 
exHlenoe, did his credulous and am* 
bidous mother feek out for this dar* 
ling fon» an alliance from which' fhe 
thought the dignity of the houfe o^ 
Ormington would acquire an exton- 
jfion of its honours. 



On Henry *s declaring his futuie 
intentions refpeding his little niece„ 
Mr. Doringfield warmly jth^kcd 
him for that liberality of fentiment 
which was exadlywhat he had ex-^ 
pe^ed from a dif^£iti<» fuch as he 

pofTeiTed j 
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poffcfS^} difF^reat in every pqint 
fjTom thofe young men, who, hy the 
fophiftry .of their principles, JuiA the 
peace of the unfortunate vi(5tin(i$, 
who, from pa^opt, or vanity,, become 
an «.fy prey to thofe arts fo fatally 
pradiied againft their honour > who 
«re taught by their feduceis to believe, 
thsjt to the gratifieation of love eve^y 
facrifice muft be madej^ that afFec-- 
tion cannot be felt wheie any thing 
is withheldT from its objedt; that 
marriage is;^he grave;of/paffipn.t and 
ferves but to feed the vwity pf thofe 
w(M)a^ who are incapablfi &f Jt&ig 
^ve th« . viidigajr ptejgidices ,of : the 
^orid., T«o : fentM»eiits lik? tWe. 

had Mift :I>Qtmxw QMf^ yinmow ^ 

< , lovely, 
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lo^tehr, beeomie ftie eafy prey; 
when too hte her eyes were opened 
by convidion, forrow, remcarfe, and 
(hame, ended a life Aat might have 
{>a(!ed in happinefs to herfelf and 
honour to thcffe donnedted with her. 



** But now, n>y dear Sir/' faid 
Henry, '• fct us return to <he Aibjeili 
on which the future felicity oif tny 
life ifi at ftake; and^tell me, Ibefeech 
you, who are the parents of Mifs 
Arundel? And why, on the fifft 
morning of my vifiting youaiiter -my 
letttrn to Derbyfliire, did I witnefs> 
fai the behaviour of Mrs^ Dotingfidld^ 
ftnd the beautiful Lavinia, an air df 
iudi cdid dhl&c to thftt^endhanttng 

girl? 
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frid? whom 1 cannot conceive ft 
troiTibk for any perfon tb behold bilt 
jwith fontiments almoft amounting t6 
lAfomtion." Thi* qu^ftion recalled 
lo the mind of Doringfield fomcpaiini- 
ftil recdleiiaidiis which he ftrove t6 
hidej and he replied to his enthyfiaftic 
companion, ?* I can only attribute 

* the accufation thus made to, the ip- 
Jwir-of your own feelings 5 butrecof- 
'Jbin;,. it is. n<tt tihe fortunate lotof<aB, 
Xomake ftiedds and lovers of everjr 
^e^m by whom they are behddw 
'The fiew (particulars rcfpcAing the 
^mOy ctf)AUcta^ which I am ;:no# 
jBtiiibcrty^twdifclofe, I wHl/ fkankfy 
itmmrt xoyodi;^ 'Qvut iit will ibe ifodte 

• moa^ \f6£vsc ihe3bocDiae«><)f agieij 
) a period, 



* < •' 4 < 
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a period, when fhe will be put 
in poffeffion of a fortone equal to 
the rank (he was bom to fill ; till 
the arrival of that day flic was in- 
trufted to flny caje^ and' that of nay 
deceafed wife, who was the beloved 
friend of her amiable but u^ortuddtfc 
.mother, with fuchfolemr^injua^tOjiS 
of fecrecy , that not even to hec huf^ 
.1>and, fliould flxc marry before that 

day, am I permitted to difclof^.hek' 
true fituation ; which, to rtmdve any 

doubts you may entertain^ I aSure 
you on my word, will confer dignity 
on any man, who may canned); iiis 
ileftiny with hers. While yet ignorant 
tof that flation in life fhe has a rigtit 
^0 filli by birth as well as by the mc^ 

exalted 
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exalted meiit to which the female 
mind c:an attain > ih^ has condu£l# 
herfelf with honour and credit to ^U 
who have had a £hare in her ediica« 
tion. To my protection flie was be- 
^ueathed by the laft folemn injunc- 
tions, of a, much valued and tenderly 
beloved friend i and I truft the facre^ 

charge has been fulfilled in a manne^ 

# . * >• 

which, were the inhabitants pf ano;^ 
ther world permitted to look down 
on the tranfad:ions pading in this 
vale of forrow, would remove all 
anxiety about the fate of that darling 
child ; whom, fince that mdment, I 
have regarded with the fondeft love a 
parent's heart could feel. For fomerea- 
fons, the nature of which I am at a 

lofs 



f i:r4f ^ 

k>fs to account for, Mrs* DoringficU 
and Lavrnia do not regard her with, 
fuch fentiments as her fweet difpoft- 
tion and gentle manners fhouldclaitu 
from thoft who are hourly witneiies* 
of the fuperiority ihe poffeflcs over 
all other women; yes, 1 may fay, by 
the irncommon clearhefs of her un* 
derftanding; by that happy mix- 
lure of mildnefs and of ftrength 
•which is gentle innocence to all 
around, and yet can reprefs the im* 
pertinence of the coxcomb, and the 
infolencc of fancied Superiority ; and 
^ho, by the awfulnefs of virtue, can 
f ubdue the approaches of vulgar fa- 
miliarity, without the aufterity of 
prudery; to which are added, the 

mod 



( »«5 ) 

moft unchangeable fweetne£s af terav 
per; a jundtion of all the playfulndGi 
of youth, with the difcretion of mi^ 
turky ; a mind, over which fcand^I 
has no charms, and on which fmart* 
nefs does not pafs for fenfe t add to 
ikhefe a thoufand other lamiabk qua- 
itties^ fosiceakd fipm the genenQ 
world by her modefty, but ap* 
ipearing in all their force to n<y 
vigilant eye, which has found hcr^ 
after years of continued obfervation, 
unlike and fuperior to every woman 
I have ever known. In trulH, Ihfc 
is a being of angelic nature; and any 
man, once attached to Alicia Arundel, 

-will ever continue to love,' admitCf 

« 

and adore her. Indeed, ihc &nalAtity 

of 
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of taftc and temper bfetweeh youifelf 
and this fafcmating girl, makes me 
almoft believe in that philofophy, 
ivhich teaches that fouls aire made 
in pairs, and to imagine you have 
found the iifter. being caft by Nature 
in the fame mould i but at the time 
I thus frankly fpeak my approbation 
of an attachment which I dx)ubt not 
would'Conftitutethe happinefs of two 
perfons inexpreffibly dear to my 
heart, yet allow me to hint, that the 
Countefs of Ormington is, I have 
good reafonto know,, of a. difpofition 
fo haughty,, that even your fre4uent 

vifits to my humble cottage will be 

» 

^highly difapproved by her Ladyfhip 1 
and if to the many objediohs ihe al- 
ready 



( "7 ) 

ready entertains againft me, were 
added the knowledge, that you had 
beflowed your heart on a ward of 
mine, no ftep on her part will be 
wanting to deter you from form- 
ing, a union with Mifs Arundel; 
for you are not now to leam» 
that I have never been fortunate 
enough to be viewed in a favourable 
light by the daughter of my earlieft 
patron the Duke of Malvern ; ahd 
had the late Earl, your father, at«- 
tended to the pnjudixces of her Lady^ 
fhip,^ never fliould I have bad the 
gratificaytion to have been intruded 
with the charge, of your early years^ 
I dateherdiilike to aconvidionLady 
Onxlibgten h«s ixnbibedy that iocff^ 

events 
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events in which, at a diftance of many^ 
years, flic was concerned, had come 
to my knowledge ; and it is this idea 
which will ever render me hateful in 
ifc^eyes.; which, together with fhe 
humble, fpfaei e in Which I moi^e, as 
re&or of a country village vmkc$ 
faer Ladyfliip deem mte unwbrdiy the 
lionour of your friendfliip ; for your 
mother, my amidbk pupil, does not 
condefcrad to remember that life 
is but a gameat chefs^ wherediffctait 
orders of men have their, feverai 
VfzLks and ititti<ms afligned^ them ; 
and whenithe jgaihe isoverv we^areaH 
jumbled one with- aaotlfer into the 
ikme bag. Ftddy asi I^ am>*4fiiis 
fj^edking* to yim^ beii«vtf snie iifiBelit 
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«n urtthaiikful oiEce to .point out the 
ifaults of a parent to the obfervation of 
a fon ^; i>ut at a futui5e period, not far 
diilant, fome events, with which ii^ 
all. probability yqu will then be made 
acquaimited, render it abfolutely necef« 
€^xy for me to warn you, that you 
)?ill never receive the fao(5lion of 

ft 

ypur mother to a marriage, by whiclji 
you flow think your happinefs will 
4)e fecore. Once you have given up 
your : own wiflies to thofe . of your 
family J and this^ttachraent, fo haftily 
fcmned) ibould . i)e ^rengtbened by 
<time, . a^d a, further acquaintance 
^ith 1^ ofa^^t wj^p has infpired it, 
^before you ri(k her future tran-* 
^*k4Ui*y by,^ Jk»9wledge of your fenti- 

fnents^ 
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mcnts, until they are fo firmly fixed, 
as not to leave a po^ility of her 
ever being left to regret the having 
refigned her own heart in return for 
the partiality vnth which you now 
honour her. Excufe this cautioni 
•which proceeds alone from the intc- 
refl I take in both ; you are too amia- 
ble, I am well convinced, to trifle 
with the peace of any woman j and 
the affections of my Alitia, when 
once gained, will be fixed for life« 
Oblige me, then, in this one requeftj 
that, at leafi: foir fome time, you re- 
frain from paying her any of thofc 
endearing attentions which mMk 
the lover, and win the feeure pof- 
feiTion of a womto^s heart, even be- 
'^ fore 



fercr the detnind has beenfornndly 

» 

nntde for itirreailerttig it. Grant me 
this pethion» which her quiet urges 
me to c^r ; and if, on a more inti«f 
mate knovHfedge bf her virtues, you 
cocMiniie your refoSuficii of making^ 
her y6tir wife, ray ta& will be hap* 
pfly accofupKflied ; attd in refignrng 
her to yotrr arms, I am well con- 
vincfed her felicity wfll be fecured^ 
find the benedidiorts of her d^^arted 

parents x^^ifl fill ort itiyhead, for hav- 
ing been the humble inlttument in 
forming ^ conneadon, which had 
tfhcybeen permitted to have witnefled, 
<W)Uld have gratified every urrfh 
(heif Iftstits cooM have formed for 
die eftiit^ftaient of^Alktai Vfhcsft 
tree. I. G mind, 



i 
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mind» you will fopp discover, is ^ 
valuable mine, or rcpolitory of Art 
and Nature's choicefl: treafures/* 

After a filcncc pf fpme minu^s^ 
during which he appeared abforbed 
in profound meditation, Henry re- 
plied to his cautious friend, that h^ 
trufted he was incapable of deceiving 
Mifs Arundel ; and as the moft con- 
vincing proof he could ,give of the 
ferioufnefs of his intentions, he would 
not helitate, ii^uch as fuch reftraint 
would coft him, to comply with the 
demand he had made; but would 

endeavour to divide his attentions fo 

^ -.11, 

equally between the two lovely girjs 
who fhared bis prote(3:ion, as to give 

. neither 



( ?43 ) 

neither itafon to Helieveihe i<^$ -the 
attraiftion which dtew him fo the* 
parfonage, where he truftec^lie (hduld- 
ever continue to be received with-a^ 

Confidence no power on' earth (hbuWI 

. « 

tempt him to deceive. - lliiajrequeflf 
was afft(3:ionarcly agreed to by the 
vi^orthy redtor^whorft Hcriryaffured/ 
however indifferent his dwn feeMrigs 
were refpe<flih^ the rank and fortune 
of Mifs Arundel, yet as it might ferve 
to reconcile his mother to hismir- 
riagc, he felt pleafed at the convict 
tion of her poffefling thofe advantages 
which ♦ in the eyes of the Wdrldly- 
itiinded, iOaperfede every oth^r poffef^ 
fion. ' •' "' ' ' '^ ' ^^-^^ 
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Tbfrdinnf^^bdlhaving fumi 
^i«(n to rstunu tbey fbon joined the 
Ijttlc party ^iffeinbled in the dtou^*^ 
3«x«n^ wfeer^ vaoooiciou^ of her 
pcw^Ti fat the lowJiy (ub^ft Qf ihdt 
ijfioxmtvg tete-^a-'Mte. Mufic and 
coqverfajtjoa qccMpicd the houis till 
teai after which Mi:% NevUlc b^ 
them acjiieii J a^d, felf^inv^ted> pirO-i 
n^fed to fcvhfit A^hourn in a very 
£h.Qft time^ agairj to renew the happi- 
ue& bei had. tbat day fa fully enr> 



fouqd the. whpk hfiH^hdW. i« ^ 

ftate of the utmoft confufion; IqH 
during his abfence, in the exertion 

, occaiioned 



bccafioiied by a violent fit of cdugH*- 
11^^ ^the intended bridegroom bad 
broken a blood- veCel> from which thfe 
attendant faculty apprehended the 
moft immediate ill conffeqiiences ; 
and ev^n the Counteft herfelf bcgaft 
to fufped, that the nineteenth EaH 
of Ormmgfoti would be fnatehed 

ffom all his h<!^ours by that grim 
tyraftli whoacknowtedgeB ik) diftinc«< 
ilon in thoie matkekl by his sold and 
wirc&ming hand. Should the pro^ 
jeded union with Lady Georgians 
Crawford be thu6 difappointed, iti 
-this cafe, with true policy , her Lady« 
(hip had already determined^ that 
the Heir Apparent of this iUuftrious 
houfe (hould receive the transfer o^ 

G 3 tho^ 
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the fair hand xk>w deftined for his 
dying brotheri and a$ the young 
lady herfelf had not been confulted 
at all in the bufinefs, the ambitious 
mother readily fettled in her own 
mind, that any branch from fo noble 
^ ftalk, when adornjed by one of the 
mofi: ancient, coronets in the united 
kingdoms, would be equally accept- 
able in the eye of both fathw and 
daughter. And not fuppofing it pof«- 
lible that Henry, who had hitherto 
made her will his law, could form 
the flighteft objedlion to this, in 
her opinion, feafible plan, this pro- 
vident mother, in a letter flieaddrefled 
to the Earl of Gifford, explanatory 
of the prefent ftate in which Lord 

Ormington 
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Ormington lay, did not omit fo name 
her other fon, in a manner vvhicb 
cdukl not fail to point out to the 
wary ~ Peer the arrangement already 
formed, in cale that Power no mor- 
tal can reflft, fhould prevent a cere- 

mony fo ardently defired from dif- 
ferent caufes, by both fanlilies ; each 
equally eager to fecure the bleflings 
moft prized by their avaricious and 
ambitious hearts^ 



A few days after the relapfe of 
Lord Ormington, two young mem 
made their appearahce at BeIIevu6, 
with the intention of pafling fome 
weeks in the purfuit of thofe field 
fports with which the neighbour^ 

G 4 , hoodv 



hood fo amply abounded t and in 
the fociety of 'Henry they did not 
find any lof? of the company of 
his drooping Lordfhip, who was 
now wholly confined to his apart* 
ment, from which his medical friends 
(not choofinghim to die immediately 
pnder their own aufpices) ordered 
^im to be conveyed to Briftol, by 
cafy ftages, in a litter; to which 
place the Counlefs prepared to attend 
the dying /reprefentative of thofe 
honours, the full attainment of which, 
in her own perfon, had already coft 
her the facrifice of thofe ties which' 
ought to be held moft facred by 
the heart of woman. Mr. Neville 
requefted to go with bis noble r^la* 

tives; 
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tiv^ ; bQt his compuiy W4i dif*. 
pei^d wieh, vatkd^t the pk^ <^ ho^ 
^nilty to tht friends wik> were juA 
flBfirttl ttt Bd3eyiid> who, with the 
mifeftriiiiiid fM^dDA df tttoddtii 

good breeding, had avoWvd oA ifitett* 
tion of prolonging their vifit for fome 
WedCI) AWi v^ 4id Mt a^pitur to 

c)»&k it fiecseir^ fd «h{ittgd'^ii-^6v 
tbdy^ tht Lofd of the Ciiftle was in 

Aich tl ftatb ild to t^ti^t hk oWlk 
rttnevdt «blbkitel^ i»di4^ef»^fo,- 

ty^t with fl heart iJ^O'-bound 
withm the mi0e circk of ^¥e fiiilM» 

did tl«( ^RVt^^ ^e^ ati at«lAd»IK«» 

irhidi ike fiiw would have affyMi 
foiitUe «omfort to either ]^ty> ^^ 

G 5 taking 
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taking an aflfeiStionate I^ve of Lord 
Orrtiington, promifedtojoin him as 
foon as he cpuld with propriety (hake 
off tiie felf-inyitcd guefts, to whom 
he was left to perform the honours 
ofthfeCaftle. 



• • f ' 



Sir- Granby Darcy was one of 
thpfe eveiy-day charadters, who pafs 
>p the world like ftraws in a river ; 
his mornings had been occupied , 
like the multitude of heroes who in- 
feil Bond Street, to the annoyance of 
every modefl woman who may have 
thef misfortune to attract: their atten- 
tioi!^; and his evenings pafled in the 
itill more deilru(^ive amufements of 
the gaming*ta)ble« Hewasthefwom 

friend 



/ 
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fritHid of , Lord Ormington, and had' 
driven his curricle into Derbyihire 
for the e-^prefs puipofe of dozing* 

away a few w^^T^ks at hi^ aboae^'^^ 
gloomy magnificence. 

Not fuch a charadler was the handi- 
fome, the frank-hearted Fortefcue :' 
in him were united all that can add- 
dignity to rank; to fee, you muft ad-- 
mire his numberlefs attractions ; and, 

* 

when acquainted with the unbounded' 
generofity,. the univerfal philan- 
thropy of his^ foul, it was impoffible 
td refufe the tribute his nfterit fo juftly 
entitled him to receive from all who* 
were diftinguifhed by his friendfhip* . 
He was the only fon of the late Earl 

G ^ ofi 
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of Ormington's fifi:crr who had ^^en 
at an earlj age kft a widx>M> vvith 
two chiWren, equally ^v^jizbh^ to 
^ar- ^,^ fftaternalcaa- and never 
was the facred tm& more amply ful- 
filled than by this deferving woman, 
who, happy in the ftniling pledges 
ofahuiband's love, didn^tt^by formf 
ing a fecond marriage, divide with 
any other 'thofc regards, wliichi 
while bleffed in the fociety of a man 
flie adored, wereexclaiively his owni 
and now when death had fhatchod 
him from her arms, ^e recolle&ioa 
of his virtues, and of bis love, madtf 
her rejeift the many ^lendid; ^fiets 
which had courted bf r. aGCsp^or% 
That jpaflionate tendei^e^ w^icb :a& » 

4 

wife 
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» 

wife bad marked: her ehAradl&r, notv 
£ubiided« ioto t^e calm ^aStioM of a 
careful mother y^nd never was paseiH 
laore warmly beloved. An iUoef^, 
wJmcI) to the anxioHS heart of Lady, 
CecUa bore €V«ry alara^ng afpc^ji 
Ipad iaduGod hex to caorry her bdovec) 
dao^tfar to tJie s^ld ikies of Italy 9 
^bore afler having pafled twoyna^ 
ters, the delicate health of Mifs For-i 
tefcue had been perfedly reftored^ 
ai|d herXadyfhip.h^ written to the 
€eiiat»ft of Oriasiingtoa^ tfaat^ immo^ 
diatily 9n htjr ittum to Ei^lami, iba^ 
V0iu]{i Vi£t Belleviie fw fomQ days^ 
iH^jes^iofgoiogdife^y to Heath fide^: 
thdHffrkbt Ai^ftfion c^:tlie!FQrtdbittg[ 
wbkh wtM ditotirom* tfat Ca^kr 
. ^ about 
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dhrout four miles : a road had been* 
cut through the park, to facilitate the 
confltot meeting of the two families, 
who' were fo nearly related, and had 
ever lived' on terms of thcTftriftcft 
f jpiendftiip with each- other ; for the 
lisite Earl tendferly loved his- fifter, and* 
the Cbuntefs had ever thought it ex* 
pedient to keep on good tarms witk 
her L^yfhig^. 



^ Mr. F6rtefi;ue, who held a^ cottfii- 
derable poft under Gov»nmehtf had^ 
been prevented by afiair« of ftate^ 
from attending the ladies^of his £a^ 
ipily on. their foreign excurfioo^^^andi 
parliament havingriftnv^he btft^ed' 
to give them^a^ meeting at t^e houfe 

of 
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of Lord OrmiDgton. It was for 
this purpofe he had arrired at the 
CaAle time enough to behold its pre- 
fent Lord commence a joumey to 
that bqMrn from w na^er' 

more returned. 

./I ' . 

From the age of < Hrary 

Nevilles xnd his amiable coufin hac{ 
been attached to each other by the 
flri<Ae{l l^onds of friendlhip j but 
now' that his whole foul was occu- 
pied by the charming Alicia, every 
other fentiment appeared abforbed in 
that which, like a whirlwind, fwept 
all before it. So true it is, when 
love gains poiTefilon of the heart* 
friendlhip grows languid, and no- 
thing 



{ t36 ) 

thing remains but thM tjratinte 
|itfIion» which is the king of young 
mm, and the tyrant of old msa^ 



Ittr thi coufie of their rides the 
youthful trio made fF^qu^tft caHs Qt 
Aftxbourn parfonage; it pofiefled the 
powerf&l magnets of attradion in 
fee two lovely girk by whonk k 
was ir^abited^ and fo ftii^iaated 
was Sif GarJby Darc^ hf the b«iu* 
tifui Lsviniat, thnt he f\voi« He fixitid 
it would be imf o^Me ^ him t<t 
cxift without h«r > and M he was peem 
Icdily his own ma^r , with « HitfttMi! 
Iilt6(deittly hr^ fd coaneft l^fdll 
witi»any beautiful, though p&ttimie^t^ 
knaiti who W0^d gr^ bt$ ^bfe, 

and 
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afid draw down the envy of his Su 
James's Street cotemporaiies by the 
poffeflion of a dalhing-looking wo*» 
man, who could adorn his elegant 
curricle, he quickly determinedv if 
he could tiot gain her as a miftrefs^ 
to offer her his hand, before be left 
the Caftle. His marked attentions 
could not efeape the penetrating eye^^ 
of the (harp-ligbted Mrs. Dorijrtg-,1 
£eldi^ who,' at the fame time tViat fhe 

# - * « ^ 

Kjoiced at liie viable r.4eference 
givta to her idolized L?.vinia by the 
young Baronet, cooled not at oftc< 
lefign the ftill mor^. dazzling eX pcO:- 
ations Aie had ibrmed with regard 
tix Mr.Nevill,^ , as, by the attainment 
of an aJ)rtancc with that family, 

(he 
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(he (hould at the fame titfie gratify 
her two ruling paffidns, ambition anfi 
revenge. -• i 

\ 

The delicate biit tender regard 

vifible at all times in the eyes and 

manner of the elegant Henry whfeit 

addr effing Mi fs Arundtl, filled her 

Skx^ mind with the moft deftru<5tive 

of %\l paffions. Had Envy the gow 

vcrnm'CTt of creation, what a world 

• • • 

would it he I her breath wouM infeA 
the air with" peftiience, and her tur- 
bulence make the^feas unnavigkblei 
fadnffs would o\'*erc*ft the face of 
Nature i peace woii'B be banifhed^ 
pleafure languifli, and .^appinefs ex** 

pire; nothing fettled, all t.^gs^ con^. 

fufed ;. 
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fufbdj madnefs without intervals, 
and poifon without ^ antidote ; virtiic^ 
under her dire(5kion, would be^pior^ 
verted ; all noble undertakingis crulHr 

r 

ed, and all fair inventions nipped ia 
the bud ; whatever was the cnetny of 
her reign would foon be made tD 
look dull j beauty would be deform- 
ed i to excel another in art, or by 
nature, would be high treafoo 
againft the ilate of Envy ; tho^igh ihe 
has no other fruit to exift upon, and 
none would be fafe, but the ilU 
looked, the ili'.difpofed, and the ule<* 
lefs ; for they who with their own 
troubles tike the happinefs. of their 
neighbours tadifturb them, are likely 
to have employ enough, s So it was 

with 



V. 



f 



C 140 ) 

irith this ifiend in a female fhape ; 
who was rendered neariy infetifibk 
to die good fortune of her darling 
dbtld, by the idea only that it wa$ 
poffible the future eftablifliment of 
the gentle and anaiTuming Alicia 
tnij^ht be flill more brilliant* Should 
her fears be realized, of an attach- 
ment having been formed between 
two young perfons, whom Heaven 
appealed to have delftincd to cotiftltutie 
the felicity of each other^ it was itn«' 
jpofTible for her interefted penetration 
not to difcover^ from the indefcri^ 
baWy exprcffive countenance of Mift 
Arundel, the delight (he took in the 
vifibic regard of Henry . In looking 
in her eyes one could tranflate a con* 

verfation ; 



verfationi astd haw oft^n d&l tl^fe 
cjoqumt and artkfs mwitt^s i;tibuiki^ 
in tonguage more feaJ•chi^g, mere 
fj^'sibJI^ than words, thQnaio (horo^: 
garded as a patti^rn in mofl refpedts 
worthy the imitation of his fex» for 
that fedttcing gallantry wbkh he 
lavxltucd on Mifs Ik^tner^ at the 
Q>pmt;nk avery fentencp, revery look*/ 
confirfnpd to Alicia, that his whole 
fettL w^ devoted to her alone I 

It was the proBiife giv^n to hi« 
tutor, that prevented Henry from 
dwisamg the fer^qnt paiBoa witb 
his heart was filkd ; but he 
found the xtStmivsL he had a« 
firftimpo^Xtt himfdif W254K>Jong^ 

to 
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to be borne; and he formed the de 
termination to gain abfolution of 
Mr. Ddringfield, and at once ktiow 
his fate from the ruby lips of Alicia. 

Since tlie time that - Cupid was 
wrapped in his cradle, never was any 
creature fo deeply in love. Often 
during their rides and walks would 
he fall into con verfatibn^, in which^ 
he might with much propriety have 
explained the emotions which over- 
powered him ; for anxiety occupied 
his mind, left' her affed:ions might 
be engaged, or be by him unatfain- 
able* Hi3 profpefts in life were now 
becoming coniiderable, but his paf- 
fion randered him fo timid^ that he: 
. i feared 
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feared he knew not what ; and trpn^- 

bled at the idea of lofing that confi- 

^ence her every adtion announced 

ihe felt for him, by a difqlofure of 

an affedlion, in the return of which 

bis every thought of future happinefs 

was centred. Had he not been 

blinded by his folicitude, he could 

eafily have difcovered,, that in the 

tcBderDcfs of her^ condu6l fhe was 

a<5tuated by a fentiment more ?ndear- 

ing than that of friendfliip : but 

Hope, that lively flattering nymph of 

folacing converfe, had not given our 

interefting lover one peep through 

her approximating glafs,, which pre- 

fcnts to the f(?lf-dccej[ved, gardens of . 

myrtlps.and i^ofes ; and he now lived 

' on 



on the racking tortures of ful^Afe : 
his former vivadfy fied, and he be- 
came abfcQt and a:b(brbed when fur- 
itounded by his fi-icnds, and even m 
the prefence of the Woman he adored. 
When the heart is deeply affedwrf 
tfhere is always a diffidence ; it k fo 
engrolTed by the objed of ifs love; 
that it has Hot teifure to trifle: giiefy 
implies a vacancy of thotigfht : to be 
gay, and to be happy, are diftinft; 
if not oppofite things; for excfefSve 
happinefs is of a ferious nature. 

Three weelcs elapfed; durm^ 
which time daflycalls at the parfon^ 
age had ferVed to weM* to aniufe fti€ 
youiig vifitors at tte CaftTe, that they^ 



ncver^ 



rtc^er thought of a removal from fjL 
jpeighbour^OGKi which pofSbifed (b 
^an^ .cha^ins. Thou eh fufpiciouii 
of the nature of thofe lentiments en^ 
^tained by i^r. Neville and Mifs 
Af4nd<jl, the deferving Tqrtefcuc 

had not b^en able to fleel his heart 

• ''. ... ., ., .» .*' f^ 

againft .the united charms of beauty, 
talaits, and iimplicity ; which latter 
>s tn^ fllamp of grcatnefs and truth >; 
though, atthe fame ,time that. h? felt 
her power, he had determined nev^r 

• • • ' « 

' tp breathe a fentencc explanatory of 
his affections, fhpuld he afcertaih 
the half-forme4 belief Ije had <;on-. 
ccived, Aat ^s friend^s prior. riglit 
had really its foundation in ifome- 
thing more than his ojwn jealous 
VOL. I.' H - furmiies: 



« •* 
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furmifes ; for his heart was jcaft in 

-* fv • . . . - 

that noble mouldy which rendered 
the happinefs of the objedl beloved 
far more defirable thaii even his own 
toul<ibe: fo pure, fo difintereded, 
was the paflion he had imbibed for 
the attradlive Alicia, who won all 
hearts without being confcious of 
her power. Her drefs was theindcx 
of her mind, elegant, gracefal, and 
modeft ; her eye ever beamed with 
fweet ferenity ; and even if chance 

brought any of her friends to Afli- 
bourn during the time (he appro- 
priated to her pupil, fhc never fuf- 
fered them to encroach one moment 
on thofe allotted hours. In a mixed 
company (he fpoke little j but when 

diawn 
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drawn out on feme adion ufefiil to 
humanity, on the beauties of Na« 
ture, or the chefs-^d^ceuvre of art, 
then would the gentle eloquence of 
lier foul flow from her ruby lips 
like a pure ftream between beds of 

flowers. 

< ■ . • 

One morning Mr. . Neville re* 

» 

quefted Mifs Arundel would oblige 
him with an air on the harp ; Lavi- 
hia had before feated herfelf unob- 
fcrved by him at the piano forte, oh 
which fhe performed in a mafterly 
llyle, and felt extremely piqued at 
the demand having been made on any 
other, when (he felt fo ready herfelf 
to oblige him. Burning b) sfhes 

H % fuffufed 



r 

fuffufed the iai? faces ©f both tiK 
ladies, but from »n)ptivc5 vq-y opppn 
iite. Alicia's cheeks i:^e(3:.ed the 
fnodeft |;Iow of tiqEjidity ,. hcjght?n^ 
by artlefs pie^fvire M ^r^ fnajrk oj^ 
ipreferoice beftowed by the roan 
whom her innocent and afl&diionatc 
heart wfaifpered had gained entire 
pdTeffion «f the cita^del, even .befpre 
he i^ fornutHy demanded it to ca^ 
pitukte. But. the agitation of Lavi- 
pid, proceedefi from a difi^rent c^ufe z 
mortified vanity jgay? . birth fp the 
i:rimfoa tide,, and iipalipe larked under 
the cnfnariqg fmile of 'pretended 
jfimpUcjty ^4 gOQd-lvMmour* 



.l^vl 'i 



. < 
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« 
Td rfle rccmc^ of Mr. Neville,' 

Jtlicia replied tvitk Her accuftomed* 
fweetncfs, that her Ikill and execu*^ 
tion being to inferior to that of 
jM^fs Dornitr, (he could not thihk ot 
depriving the getttlemeti of' the gra>- 
ftfication they muft enjoy from her 
perfofrriarice, by intruding her owtt 
iiti thtir attcfttidri ; befides which, 
htite Lydia had that morning broken 
fbttih ftritigs df her harp, which il 
ivouict coft her i frhall degree bi 
tifbuble to repafr. iteftry appeaired 
cdftiefifed whh the excufe fhe iwrad?, 
artd guefFcd the motive which dilated 
the delicate evafion j and the anaffum- 
ing gentlenefs of her manfter, in en- 
deavouring to hide the mpft brilliant 

H 3 of 
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4>f her accooiplilhments, added £rdih 
fuel to the fire of Ijis regard. 

* • «- 

Lavioia remarked, with an air of' 
peevifh vexation, that it was mighty 
flrange Alicia ihould allow the child 
to injure fo charming an inllrument ^ 
hut that (he had only herfelf to blame 
for that, or any other mifchief ihe 

might do, by indulging the Hrefome 

• « 

little plaguy in all her wild fancies^ 
which, in the end, would turn out 

■ * 

infinitely to the girl's prejudice, by 
rendering her a torment to every per- 
fon who had the misfortune to have 
any thing to do with her* 



I . 



This 



This tender fpeech, uttered by the 

• _ * 

only filler to the ilUfated ntother of 
this orphan lamb, was in itfelf fuf- 
ficient to have done away any favour- 
able impreflion fhe might have made 
on a heart fuch as Henry Neville's, 
had he been inclined to become ^ 
captive to thofe charms which Ihe 
thought muft convert every man into 
an adorcn Alicia turned to the win- 
dow in filence, to hide the difguft fhe~ 
could not fail to experience at fuch 
an tmnatural fentiment, exprefTed by 
one who ought to have felt, in a pe- 
culiar manner, the claims of the Jn- 
terefting and lovely child ^ who was 
fo greatly in want of the tendered: 
attention of thofe relatives, from 

H 4 whom 
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whom alone fhe was authorized Ao 
claim prote^ion. 

Sir Granby Darcy was prefeni 
during the fpecimen of xeHned hu- 
manity given by that woman he had 
ferious intentions to make his wifej 
but he was not of a charai^er fuffi* 

I % 

ciently delicate to be fhocked at tor 
unfeeling difpofition it evinced* 
Gay, frivolous, and ur^thinking, he 
joined to thefe points thqafFedtation 
of eccentricity, literature, andwifj' 

and he never confidered, that an at- ' 

• • • ' » » 

tachment to an improper objedt be- 
gins by making d man ridiculous, 
and ends by rendering him con- 
temptible ; or, that an attempt at wit 

only 



/ 
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Cfhil^ rerves to plite folly in a more 
Hlftinguifhed point of Tiew. To 
^udify trmfelf to fujiport t!ife latter 
chatddet, he tiad rdcOurfe evfery day 
to 'rh^'fttidy bf ftrnit -bMoKtte jeft* 
book, fitJin-w^ith ht t^odiM rtad two ' 

&r three pages btfdre tie %etot to 

» - 

^itafe^i^ith 1^^ friends, -i^n^ one or 
tithht bf Vt^idm !ie took hU ttieals 

* • • » • 

^iy -tkrbd^hcMt the yteir : he t^s; 
i^hfeteibte, "^ ixrottt abt^qiihtaHce 4 
man Coijld hkVe'who wafated'k diifti 
Itet ,' -^iiifce ffe ncvct dfned -at tfoiM* It 
and fcis 6h'Iy'iii(^iWfor nbw thiiKk* 
i^n^.^f tnatirimonf, ^a^'ttte'Mt^ to 
hoped to receive, "bti!hWod6cBlg -to 
the fafliionable world a woman who, 
iT'likiy Darcy, would fliine in the 

H 5;. heroi- 



hepiifphere of rank, with all that 
luftre the moft diftinguiftied beautj 
could confer on the man who ha^ 
the pre-eminent good fortune to diC^ 
cover this jewel, and bear it to thdfe 
circles where it was alone calculated 
to fparkle with uncontrolled fpletl* 
dour. He never once refledled, that 
the only happinefs a married life is 
•capable of affording, is to enjoy in 
the fame perfon the delights of loVt 
^and the pleafures of friendfliipj 
finding at the fame iirne^ an zfkc^ 
tionate wife, and a faithful friend'f*-<«> 
DO felici^ comparable to this tasf 
the prcfcnt life a|K>rd ! 



( tss } 

tSlivinia was not infeniible to then 
manifold advantages fhe was likely, 
to enjoy, ihould her charms fecure 
her an alliance of fuqh importance i 
but at tjine fame moment tl^at fhe gave 
every encouragement the moft timi3 
lover could require^ ihe had much 
father the attentions ihe received had 
been offered at her fhrine by the 
Heir Apparent to the houfe of Or- 
snington, than by the faftiionable, 
the elegant Sir Granby Darcy, who . 
wa& what you will without, and no^ 
thing within. Mifs Dormer, though 
^ft^ but with a ¥?ry finall ftock 
of penetration, found the xontrall: 
between them too ftriking not to 
acknowledge the great fuperionty of 

H 6 Henry 




iry Neville to every man withm 
the circle or her acquaintance ; for, 
thoiigli love Is a blind emotion, 
ivhich dofcs not always luppoie me- 
nt m Its objeCl, yet it is far more 
flattering to a nandfotne womin to 
€ oeloved by a maft of fenfe than 
to A.be adored by a fool ; and whik 
fully fconfcioiis of tlie power flie had 
gained over the heart 01 the Baronet, 
Ihe fecretly envied thole (u^eridr at- 
tradtibns whicn it was pretty evident 
had fecured the future Earl of t)r- 
ijiington as the arclent lover of Alicia. 

The 4ifcounts &ofn feriffol Were 
iiich jg to preclude all poffifeiUty of 
Kpffe rclpe^'mgltiii rew 'th^ 

Earl; 



1 ( ^^7 ) 

Earii Although the phyficians gave 
iii tlieir opinion that he might yet 

linger for fonie time, as, contrary to 

* • 

tlieir expdAatibhs, he continued to 

ftirvive'tne Burfting of a blbod-veflfel/ 
which they had expeded would hatre 
dccalioned liis immediate diflblutiQii. 
The idea of Idling an only brother, 
iii irpite o? all his faults fever tenderly 
beloved, and with whom hfe had 
j^iicfced the firft rofes of thildhood j 
had & vifible 'effed on the naturally 
cKiJfcVful difpofitidh oif Hdniy . which, 
jorried'tdthc uncertain ftatte of )if» 
fhiitci Vcff>e(ftin^ Mis own future? 
flaii^, ttiade his face iappckir tW 
^mourriing ^fdnfc b'n wHidh Mdaii- 
-chbly fet triuh^h^n't; biit lib liatf 
' ' , frequently 



jGnequently the happinefs to obfervc, 
that he was regarded with looks of 
^ tendercft fympathy by the foft 
eyes of his gentk friend ; and that 
ihe liftened with a moft interefting 
attention to the repetition of thofe 
griefs he thought proper to iharc 
with her. Often did the ftarting 
tear, or even her expreffive filence^ 
bring convidlion to his heart that he 
was not beheld with indifierence fay 
the attraAiveAlicla, who(e calm, and, 
until now, unruifHed hofom, began 
to feel the anxious pangs of tender«- 
nefs for "iiim, vho ihe hdd not a 
fufficiefit portion of vanity to believe 
felt for her any other <fentinients than 
«fteem and friendihipi and to be re- 
garded 
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garcted in that light by HeniyNevillc^ 
file thought would be more grateful tQ 
kcr h^rt| than profeffions of love 
from aigr other man* Confcious of 
the paifion which had ftolen by im* 
perceptible degrees 6n her gentle 
nature, fhe blamed herfelf for the 
prefumptuous flattering hope which 
wcHild^ in fpite of reafon, fometimes 

* 

ileal on her mind, that the melting 
tones of his voice when addreffing 
her, and the paflionate regard of his 
eloquent eyes which he could not 
conceal when fixed on her face, ha<J 
their rife ia that afFcdion without 
which (he was coaviaced Ihe Should, 

• V 
w * 

never know happinefs but fa||r name i 

fXf to a miad like that poiTelTed ky 

our 



1 

our heroine, to tafte once of the pure 
ftream o£ tendernefs is to fix her fate 
for ever. 



i > 



llehry now began to hope, tJiat, 
when once he had explained his 

views, Alicia would not refufe to 

i, 

accept his heart, and fhar^ his futuri 
fortune ; and he cJetermJaed to feize 
the firfi: moment favourable to his 
iviflies ; for his nature was too im- 
petupus td difcover arty obftacfe to 
their union, if bleffe^ by a return oi* 
love* One morning, finding her 
alone in t^e garden, witli trembling 
» lips he difcovejei to lier his leiiti* 

inents, and was, anfwered by a flood 
i>i tears. Defpair for a moment 

feized 
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i^fjzed his fhin^ ; he was ftarcely^ 
able to 6xprefs his dread that this 
fytti'ptorii indicated her heart to be 
prfe-ehgagedj and if truly inter-^ 
preted, he refblvcd it fliould reftder' 
hitfi darfib for ever, whatever the' 
ctmicquence to his health or to hiS^ 
^ peace. With a fbul and undcrftaridi-*- 
ihg fuperior to difguife ot afRiJlatioh, * 
ihe aflurfed him hef emotioh iV^sf 
diiiy obcafiantd b^ fui'pfife, attit 
f})oke appfbtidtioh iri i ittumln^ 
fmiic of fbfthefs meiprcflibfe. 

ft 

% 
The/feciings of Henry were t^ofe 

ci a fluttering fpirit unexpectedly 

admitted to paradiib. As ]R)on as' 

the trembling, blufhing Alicia re- 

covered 
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covered the power of fpeech, Which 
excefs of happinefs had deprived 
her of, ihe cxdaimed, **| Merciful^ 
Power ! who haft thus blefled me 
with the profpcdt^ of future feli- 
city, deign to watch over my deftiny^ 
condudr the fentiments of my heart, 
and faniSify the engagement we are 
about to form!" Then turning to 
Henry, Ihq continued^ ** Not with* 
ftanding the delight I fcrupled not 
to CQnfef$ the knowledge of youlr 
tendemefs brings to my bofom, I at 

to 

this moment feel a fenfation of dread, 
the nature of which! cannot accoypt 
for* Ah, my friend ! (hould it be a 
prefentiment of inApeiidingf misfor- 

tune——'.' **^ Talk not of misfor- 

tune. 



* ^ 



•^. 
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tuoc, my only love T* crjed th^<n>i»v 
raptured Henry , clafping her fondly, 
to liis h^rt; ** never can it reach 
me, while bleflcd by that afFeftion^ 
your candid avowal of which has 
rendered me the moil enviable of 
manktpd : and when you are my 
own adiore4 M^ife^ the companion of 
my life, it 0iall be my only care ta 
prevent your eve^^y wilh* Under my 
pJtQtedliosn you will find fhdter from 
all the ftorms of the world ; fa fufifer 
not a thought .of future forrow to 
embitter our prefent joy 1 Thus/* 
cried he, falling on his knws before 
her, * * fufFer your lover, your huf- 
baod, to exprefs the obligations^ he 
feels, and to wiiicb^ words are inca* 

pabic 
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paBle of giving iiMtktice^ Pat 
cVer,** cried He^ ^rei^ng ner hahdi^ 
ivith fttYdut, ** you AaH be the 
idol of ttiy htart , the arbiter of m jf 
atftiriy!" 

He foridJ)^ l«)k6d iti the fece of 
Alicia; ivHdj \nth fier e^ bent di* 
<He eiitKi ^iCs' unable te itpTy ; atid 
he continiledi " It wis ott this tery 

^bt; lily afn^i; that m^ foml ^ai. 

fiff^ ' fiitcih^ted^ By ifte- «hehahtin^ 
fAidS dF yoiilf - V6ic^' 5 iklifw§^ 'Mrj*^ f 
fee^im^ at4uttintfed iMith the jrietyi. 
Hie vijtde; of yoiir mihd j and it i* 
iiert that I itatify th-e fdkraft gift o^ 
that heart ■«rhieh Is, and ever will 
be, attached to Jrotl iione, "^** Rife, 

my. 



ipg AUciaj *•' cao^ou iyppQfe, 4hf 

f owly .poftuce . in ^hich yqu h^%e 

placed ypurfelf .qui give; yau more 

l>AV5^ oyer wy he?irt ^tljaa ywr p\yp 

^n^it and the diiinttereftfd proofs of 

-your Ipve ^^ve alrj^/dy acquired? 

|Le|t ^^ .^n Ml^. wM ca^ijnijiefs ,o^i 

;fp5cys jfwbje^t^ .it is., n^cfffary. wp 

^oMJd.^r-ra^iq y aijid ,^ which si^hejs^ 

«re to be confulted equally ^s our- 

/t;lYe§j fqr, .bjghly! *s I c^eem, 

TOH9^as Ipwae t|>e t^opq^r pcy^liFn;?^! 

' • - ' 

pn,.?pe.,:^r,cani;iot! cpj^^pt.tq r^epeivf 
yoyr yows till f^nifti^cpicd by fi rpor 
fl^ff[S, gj^prohJltJLon-, ^d tjbat of nur 

.j(i|]u(;e{^at fatal period it pleafed Hea- 

3 vcn 
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veil W deprive me of thofe to whom I 
owe my birth." — •• Dear, excellent 
Alicia!" cried he, ** affure yourfdf 
Doringfield tvill finftion our love i 
he already knows that you are tht 
idol of my heart ; and you have mjr 
permiffion'to fpeak to him inftantljr 
^n the fubje(9: : as to my mother, t 

. . - • 

honour, I love her'; but fiiflfer nie t6 
'^fpeak refpedhng her rather as a tnati 
who knows the world, than as a fori* 
Nefverhas her tenderriefs Been fhewn 
*t6 hdr fchildi-en at any other time, 
thaii when it could gratify theahibi- 
tion of her tharadiet; and to that 
paffion ihc would facrifice all which 
ought to be moft dear to the foul of 
a' parent, 'the happihefs of her Ions'. 
' - * Already 
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Already are her views refpefting the 

marriage (he had projedled for my 

brother on the point of being demo^ 

lifhed ; and when he is no more, I 

(hall have additional ties on her mind, 

from being the only remaining re- 

prefentative of two noble families j 

and I am well convinced flie will leaVe 

'npthing undone to induce me to take 

a wife from fome houfe, by an il- 

Kance with which our own would 

receive additional fplendour. Con- 

fent then to relieve me from this 

ftruggle, by immediately accepting 

my hand, and putting it beyond 

the power of Fate to divide hearts 

-Ivhich are united, I truft, by the 

trueft aifedlion. Never, ded^ Alicia, 

I fliaU 



fkfil I* know ceflation £rom paitt tUi 

^^tWeffcd iQc^cnt wljuch ja^k^ 

ypurtOqeJfpr^ver. My aypt^ l^^jr 

Cecilia Eprifefcye, is cyeiy .thing: f 

ji^Id have ^ni^vqd jijnj -fQo^^ to 

J^ave been, ,f nd gladly fvill ^ ly^ 

.q^ye to hex ar^ the idpli^cd wi& 

^ ^r iiivcftu^te flpphew- Eycjy 

Jb|9yir is /he ex|)/sdted at Bf^llevue, 

.#4iP»*> «>pn>ent will I lofe j[yi^ p^ 

ifei^Pg y W V? ceadi,9|thcr, :ErQm her 

-KeU'WiU Kcei^e a mo.t^r's (td^der j^- 

jNd .y9y. Jflye ti»c ?tt|5gaB^e ^n,;flf 
Mxfi* I jOQHft Md I Am, ^..jfshm 

! creatuit» 



cieaturey aitid cannot bear 3rouflioidtr^ 
even fmik on any^ man b^t your 
happy, deffineti' hufband.-* I think 
jtatoufy is fo infeparablr from ait 
atdenr paiTion, that T fhaH even 
doubt thjB ftrcngth of your: regard > 
my ^gentle Alicia^ if I dor not fee a:^ 

dafli of its poifott iti your cortpdll- 
tion ; fori believe mej alovd: qannot ' 
aroid feeling a little jealous ivhisft 
his miftrefs appears to entertiin none 
for him/'~*^ V^ell then, if It will' 
bfeany^ gratification for you to know 
that you have already been the caufe 
of uneafinefs to nie, I hav^ onfy to 
fky, often has niy heart blamed ydu 
for thofe attentions bccafionallj^ 
ihewn tdthe charming Xaviiiiai to 
VOL. I. I, whom^ 
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nvhpm, and. to her motlier, the kno^- 
ledge of yo«r choice Nvil^, li^na well 
cqnyinccd, be the: qar^f^^ qf much 
difquietude, as I have never been a 
favourite with either; and npw tba^ 
I interfei*e with their hopes, I know 
n,ot what I am to expedl. It is my 
carnefl wi(h,that, for fomc little time, 
this affair fliould.be kept from their 
k^npwledgc. Full well I know that 
both mothex an^ daughter had the 
grcateft expedlations^ i^nd I feel top 
much, for the difappointip?nt of the 
latter not to pity her when flie is 
* made acquainted, that it is I who am 

the objed: of your cfteem.*/ — '* Dear, 

t»'«f»f' ."'• ''''lift''- 

generoqs girl!'* faid he; ** Mifs 
Dormer . is incapable of feelina* a 

diiinterefted 
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difintcrefted afFe<Slioii for any man ^ 
and hcvfer have I given her any hoptei 
but what her 6 v\^n canity has infpired;i 
which leads her to fuppoFe ' that all^ 
who behold, muft confefs the power 
of her charms."' — ** Ha!** cfiedf 
Alicia, ** how dearly docs your fex/ 
force ours to pay for the attentifimsj 
you beftow ! Surely you have it 
times held a different language txx 
Lavinia ; and I now fee the moft 
generous will fometimes trifle with 
the happinefs of others,** — ** Camyou 
fuppofe, my deareft,** returned he, 
•* that I could have known you, and 
have ever thought of Lavinia ? No ; 
I entreat you to believe, that if at any 
time flie has appeared to engage fny» 

I a. attention. 
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attention, it was only to hide Jrorti 

others a paffion which xronrucned my 
heart/*—** Seek not," interrupted. 
Alicia, ^* by the feducing voice of 
ilattery to render me unjuft, by 
, building my own felicity on that 
which may perhaps ^embitter the 
peace of another* You are too amia-^ 
bk to trifle with impunity j and,, in 
my opinion, it: is the worft of all 
robberies, to endeavour to gain a 
preference until a heart has been 

givenin earnefl for the one.beftowed* 

# 

Uawgrievous muft bethedif^point- 
mentof hope& to whidi a pretended 
regard gave birth, but. is ag^in de-^ 
fhoyed. by caprice, or inconilancy, 

and leaves us to lament the. eaiy ere* 

dulity 



( m ) 

dulity of our nature I Perhaps you 
will be offended by jny thus freely 
expreffing my ideas on a fubjedk, 
where I may be judging the 'feelings 
•of Mifs Dormer by the ftandard of 
* mine ; yet, I ^fincerely hope bcr 
'heart is ftijll her own, or that (he has 

* 

beftowed it on Sir Granhy Darcy, 
who appears 'to have relinquifhed 
(hie at her ihrtne. But forgive ni^r 
Iremarks:; -for 1 fedlmn^tsdding an 
tmihrarradtabie liberty; wh!«^ liioft 
n)nvince you tob <»uch indulgent 
will fpoil me quite/' — ^* ¥dt^6 
you, my deareft love ! Be affured this- 
%oble confi^ation fwybm feJc Aniy 
-fcrvts «o augment livy opinion jrff 
yourfelf ^ ani nwre fully coi*vJi*cafe 

1 3 mc 
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jxit of the jewel I (hall poflefs when 
our good friend will have united us 
for ever: and for doing me this 
cffential fervice, he fhall be recom- 
penfed, if in. my power to procure 
it, with a mitre.** Alicia, pene- 
trated with gratitude for his grateful 
recolIciSlioh of Mr. Doringfield, 
^ilooking on him with her foft ey« 
iwimming in tcndernefs, cried, *^ God 
;will blefsi you for the ;thought! 
'jtnAi ah, ! how much am I blefTed by 
the poOefTion of fuch a tceafure as 
.jt<;wT heart 1** 

* , ' » . ' ' I " /,• r 

n^ if The traafpoyfcd NeyiHa, fpatchitvg 
' hei; to him, requeifled (he w<)ukt im- 
^g^ijately allpw Mn Doringfield, by 
.;i: , . : performing 
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performing the ceremony, to become 
entitled to the reward. ** You have 
enraptured me,*^ cried hei ** with 
theconfeflion that I am dear to you j; 
why ther? delay our nriutual happi- 
riefs ? Let me now hear from thofe 
rofy Kps that I am the mod fortu-- 
nite af men. • Youalbne ^ofiefs' my 

whfiile^ foul'; and be' affar^d, moll 

» • " ' ■ ■ . * 

ah^^Iic*%eiftg, .created fbr m^ gbod; 

, , • . ♦ -. 

llfel F wiU'exift but to pra(5trfe that 
Virtufe whtcbf^you lo^^'Cj 'and to give 
j>*<ktfs-6f tbe moft exdlted, 'moft ar- 

dinraffe'dlion fbyourfelf, arid of rhc 
gratitude I owe to that Heaven, 
jthich/I truft, will blefaour'union^ 
for, ftottv this happy .day, 1 claim yoii 
for my. own; and but a very fe\^ 

14 more 



;praycr,|^ tlmt the Aiimighty wduld 

j)rotc<a and bids them } then turning 

Jp. H^nrj, he, added// • gerariTurei 

.my diear young fri?nd^ tifit: in cent 

jRding to your prote<Jlion tbis beloved 

girli you will receive a wife ec|ual 

t9 yourfelf iQ all thpfe advaatag^ 

which are bythe world' ^eem€4 

-^ :neccflfary to h^ppinefs ; ' the. 4^y 

4 

will fooa arrive, when, in obedience 
to .her parents* will,, I iliall,bc at 
liberty to difc;lof€i the Secret, of her 
Jiirth , '^OfX^, .man who^.. while , jet 
ignorfint of that circumftfnce, has 
]^d the diiintereil^d ; g^i^rpfify to 

ui^ place; her^tm that rank r(he ha^s every 
i\B^}. ;^ P/. Andnpw thatrwe arc 

\ fame to . this .prefent uncjlerft^nding, 



ftofoin the paifion whieli delboycH 
tny i^pofe^ This is the firft momerit 
I could iummon refolutioh to afc6t^<» 
tain my fate* Mifs Arundel "fcafe^ 
condefcendedi to receive my vows i 
land do you> my refpedlablb jfriend^ 
ferown our felicity, by felcflin^ nij^ 
together !** At the famfe moment hfe 
jj^aced die cold and pafliVfe hatrd dT 
tiia Alicia^ who wa^ near f^ntrn^ 
with excefs -of agitation, in that of 
the good i^Acft; who, from many 
rccoHe(5li6ns^ffich dbwied faft oA 

» » 

his memory, !slhtl dearly overpowered 
ibis feelings with p&tema! fondneft^ 
regarded both hi» interefling tlh^est 
iftfd, ifter a moment's filence^ life 
jctitted thdr hahds, wMi a fervent 

1 5 prayer*. 
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the adppfedicrhtid 4f th^ Doj^ngfiei^ 
y.4ioi|99 for yfars, fhe has reg«rdo4 
vyith {bathoents botrderpgoa hatreds. 
Bdid^, atfO'efoit^Alieiamuft appear, 
to her without thofe advantages of 
turth and fortune to which fhe has 
a|> undoubted right; but which, 
when explained to her Lady (hip, 
lyilLonly, I fear, ferve to inoieafe 
her avoriion to that union, the com* 
pletion o£ which, I doubt not, wiil 
ffcuf-e to this precious pledge q£ 
fricqdfliip all the feli<:ity this worid. 
cwvbeftow. 

s 

. Thf fang^inc, UfSjeay woujd apt,, 

trance 



# 
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Q9iseel:oE.one paiofuHdear; Betbanltecl 
hi^ tutor vfilh all rf*e Wartntb i<tf 
gontttne* gradttnid^ ;i>aii(|ji^ta^6lk»i<' 
Ida: pBsfTed itMJbcr Ufs thatluuid 
wbich .had flot)^^^ .Ber nsKm ■wittt 
Hlency^* A£«ir htae: time pafiedb 
81 jdie . imoft dielkious manner^ 'Mr J 
Horille- tore liiixi^elf !£ro«ii 4^e idcd: 
of his £e>ut., attd^iaflsRbdtojokiliiS' 
^ tW friends wlw w«i« in ^ jbewfe 
with Ikarinia and l»er jnotW.' 
Atick ccMrtbHcd • to waMt wiA 'tfec 
kind-hearted DoringfieM ^ to wiiorti^ 
flic recounted affl that ^lad faffed in 
herttwrrning interview 3 and while 
dwdUng With enthufiaftic' praife 'bn- 
thclrirtifcs of Henrf, he- raffed his' 
eyos^O'HcavcBi and *^kh «p5ifted 



J- 

hands 
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hands exclaimed, i^'ObTi^ Ffovidence I 
this UliMd^ed oiie of thoft few, but 
ilriking <infbbe6si of retxi^utim^ 
whidiiih thyimsfdtim isufoineitimes 
viiiUe toothy biindw cre^tdre^. lOti I 
t}al.thQU:)WODlii£t alio /con«rt. did 
bciits,t)f trtbeps toothy divine .vi^iU/. 
9oAi cdoficfn xhei ibapqpinefs of ' thefi:! 
bel0v4d cbild«J»J';rt-V.A^y.d4ar:M 
Ppriffig&sW/! c«pIied.:Alipi»>|ff t^j 
mefrcdy witjiout difguife, ypu who. 
h^ye .in^wjp: us both fjfoxn infaocy>, 
do yov^ fuppofe this paffion wijll cocvrl 
tribute to ^the mutwal -felicity ofj 
both ?•*-*«' Yes.: .i|jy,<?ear!eft,girl,.i|t: 
is my firm l>elief, becapfe ^pur p|rjn- , 
9ples are the fanfte; .though ^Sf^x, : 
<|iff^rcat foon^, . ^^ NpYilJl? ! is cgener . 

rous i 
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raws ; Alicia thinks nobly : Ke ik 
well inforiined ; yoix ii^ve a mind 
capable of apprecialing tpie vatue' of 
fuck anuildeitftanding^^ M^inry ii 
'■ beaevolencc iifdf f ths hand and heart 
of Mift Amfldel^^re fever open to 
relieve: diitrefs : in fhort, you p^iTefs 
all the gentlcpefs ' and mild virtues 
which can fofteh that yiVacity of 
chayader which jnairks cvur Hfehryi 
May Heaven turh the: heart of his 
motlier ! for, united to him;^ you 
cannot 4ail to poffefs alb the happinefs 
you mdtit.**'— •'.Thank you ^'a' thou- 
farid times, my klndeft friend, for 
the* Ipidtiipe- j^oU< iiave drawn / I will 
ticafdre: it in -tbe" itenoft recefles of 
my Wait'j'^atil' I truft-4i*i"p'rajt'F 

f - fliall 
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Iball evti* ^sukivate t&ofe viitoes; 
wliieh y^u flatter me by faying I a^* 
ilread|y ia ^oi&ffion of. I x:onfefs 
to yoUr ^ ^^^ ^n alarm ^ which I 
eanndt aecoimt, at the very idiea of 
the ladies being, ihade acquainted 
with my future profpecfts i but while 
I acknowledge the r^iignance wkh^ 
which my ibiid is filled at dieir 
being infornfied; of them,- I can^ 
. not bear the thought of eoncealfti^* 
in fo trnportadt a point to tlio& 
whoniy from thmr ^near ' cotimxrao? 
with inayrearlifeft jprote^t, I ougbe 
to cofefidter ia *rfiie light of friends*"-^ 
^•^ Ycair filcndsT* Jetorted be^ in fe 
tone of dodbit artd Vexation ;. *^ ab^ 
fiy dearclMWi I gijbally iear.tfiey arc 

undeferving 
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undeierving of the regard of a mind 
fo . noble, which I rwell ka<>w muft 
feel unhappy at the obligation indi^ 
^oied of prefent fecrecy . But make 
jiraurfelf eafy j the' time is not fan off 
^biQfi all myileiy oconccriiing your 
j%ht to my :pftQtd£licia twill . iceaie^ 
•And/ 1 ibftU. hii ve. thfi idelight. of a&* 
jp^liingral) v\^kshA»i)rkiayeai!peantt 
ambiguous r0^e4Ung :y<mr;fitmtibii 
in my rfamil jr* On the imocniing yoa 
^pc:o«o^ :Cif agtt» dSiom. me ycna ^ibidi 
fi^oe^ve jttsieeitfillwfaidi win £11 joar 
{[CDlle bfeaft with forrow for ihe 
w^tes of y^mr 2^niable but unfortu*^ 
iiate paxdntSfi wkich^ as they arc 
now irremediabk^ I am xxmvinced 
toy Aliciai«ill fi^imt tpdie.knoiw^ 

kdgc 



-.( -186 ) 

•'ledge of, with VFiat mild fefignatioh 
-which has not a particle of infenff- 

r 

•bility in it; biit is the offspring of a 
well-regulated ffaihd, refolut^ ih the 
.perform^tnee df the fevereft ^ duties, 
:in fpiteofaHthe ^ruggksM^f in^ll* 
jfuition iaind «beJ fugg^ihcms of iiu»i^ 
mated atfFcdlionsv ' Lkiid\;ifi th^t- yotlr 
ieelings vfUH /HSctiv^^k' 1i(c^^^!i>^ 
the coidnnnfunicatiol^ of '- iiltdligenfceV 
iwhichv'^t the exjikatkai of 4 .(hdrt 
jBhm,iit)wMlnb0ofib ^b^^€$>ticctSktf 

while you weep -^ the \;v?oe^ bf>I;^tfr 
now fain ted. parents,, you -'will *rave 
much caufe p6 admire rtherqnfiriiie 
wifdom and go<idi3«afi/:of:?diat:Pow 

who now jpetionits .you to look for^ 

ward. 
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watrd, under the protedion of the \ 

man you loye, to a life of future 

blifs. Before we break up our con- 

vexfation,** added he, *• I mull fe- 

4nind you that a failure in point of 

fecrecy at this moment may be the 

xneans of involving Mr. Nevilk and 

-yourfelf in much perplexity; fo 

never, my dear, be perfuacled to 

^fnake known his fentiments refpeij- 

ing you till the moment when all is 

fixed for your, immediate marriage; 

In general, it isi f life height* bfiW^rftl 

dcnce, even if we4iave no particulaf 

reafons for the obfervarice of cautibn, 

%o^ communicate our wilhes and 

plans to thoft who can be noways 

concerned in them,' bat fpom motives 

perhaps 
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^perhaps even lefs juftifiable than 
thofe of curiofity ; fo, my dear, i 
{^artieularly i^qmefl you willxohtinue 
the fame t6nd^i£t to ^my ^wife and 
her daughter as yoa have ever evinw 
^ed ; which^ I think, ha^s at no time 
tbeen marked by tht unreftrained 
confidence of friendiliip opi miher 
iidc." 

* • 

. They now s^pioaclied '^the houfiv 
And (Alicia plromffihg ta ei^y ibiiii 
in every thitigt they l^Sifteiied to join 
iht party zSkmhltd within. The 
ladies appeared in the hiightift ^dod«- 

« 

iiumour^ as Henry apd his friend$ 
Jiad proppfed c^iing on the next 
4ay but ovitf, to efcort ihem to a rev 

view 



I 
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vieW abowt fiv^ miles from Alhbcairn ; ; 
the officers intended giving a.-publio 
fatreakffd^v ^o^ the day was to con-^ 
dUidejWfth a cold collation in the » 

ficldfr after wKich^.as the band of the, 
regiment was remarkably finef^ a 
dance with the ladies had been hinted 
2it. Cards of invitation had been fent 
to Bellevue^ requefting the attend^^ 
ance of that family and their friends : 
the propofal was- too congenial to^ 

the wifhes of the party to be ref ufed*^ 

» 

Mrs. Doringfield would on many" 
accouQts have preferred Henry: as^ 
her fon-in-law ; but not fully con- 
vinced as to the nature of his intentions 
xeTpetfting Lavinia, Ihe. had, from- 

I the 



the firft iiitrodudipn of Sir Granby^ 
Darcy at the parfonage, received him 
with every fluttering mark of that 
diftirtguiihed pditehefs^hich could 
induce him to believe he was a rnoft 
Welcome vifitor; thinking it rmpoffi- 
ble he could contemplate the graces 
of her child Vperfon with indifference : 
nbr, in this inftance, did flic judge 
too partially ; for, in a fliort time, he 
exprefled himfelf in fuch high-flown 
terms of admiration, as were a con- 
vincing proof the full fplendour of 
Lavinia*s beauty I^ad made the de- 
sired imp rfeflion on his heart. Henry 
atrid Fortefcue both beheld the fnare 
into which he was likely to fall; 
hut .honour and delicacy ferbade 
' ' their 



their interppiing in «m a^air in, which, 
hq was certainly the moft proper 
judge> UnfortiHiateljr for himfelf, he 

was the nioft likely kind of man in 
the world to be praftifed upon fuc-J. 
cefsfully by. the arts of a defigning 
mother, and by the blandifhments 
of a fordid beauty, who could at 
pleafure wear the fafcinating fmile 
of good-humpuT; and who appeared 
the moft guilelefs of all human 
beings. Indeed, nothing could 
excel her in exterior lovelinefs ; for 
the loves and the graces played round. 

her captivating figure j and if it be in 

• • » . < 

the njQft powerful attractions to ex- 
cufe the blindnefs of love. Sir Granby 

Darcy had that apology to make, for 

* 

.3 yielding 
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yieldirtg himfelf up with precipitancy 
to the» ardour of afIt€);ioi>; for the ra- 
diant glance of her fparkling black 
eyes conjured up all the paflions into 
a tumult, , inflamed the heart, and 
(ilenced the underftanding. 

Mrs. Doringfidd obferved, with- 
out appearing to do fo, her daugh- 
ter's viQioty over the infatuated Sir 
Granby, with triumphant fatisfadtion, 
determining to procure a handfome 
fettlement for hfer idolized child. 
The Baronet was liberal to a fault, 
and never thought of the value of 
wealth but as itafliiled him to procure 
whatever at the moment he thought 
neccffary to his happinefst He was 

aow 
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now: too deeply enamoured, to defed * 
the mercenary views of the mother. 
Hoodwinked as he was by the well- 
aflfe<a«d ttndefeefs pi the daughter ^ • 
he nbu^determined to -difdole him-- 
felf in form to the family at the par- ' 
fonage. He thought the day ap- 
pointed] to Ibe fpent' at the review - 
wtould -give him the wiflicd-ibr op-- 
ponunity to carry ihto execution • 
his prdje^. It was a moment which 
was* expefted with imipatience by^ 
her, who, through his :nieans/ 
would break with fplendour on a. 
world, which (he had long fighed to 
dazzle with her tranfcendant beauty, 
and to receive in the bufy haunts of 
men the homage fhe was prepared 
I VOL. I. K by 
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by ^ /bad , molhar to«acpe(2« whca« 
ever fate (hould . pu| it in her power 
to ihine ia thpie circles in whidu 
from inf^neyi Hie had been taught 
tp e^pe^afplenfiid eAahliibinent. 

. ^ft^ the gentlemen had bid them 
adieu,. nothing. was talked of hut the 
ioi^pdfsd .ex(»riion ; which even ta 
tyie;happy Alicia afforded delight in- 
cxpfeilible» becaufe, for many hours, 
Ihe fbpyld enjoy the fociety of him. 
wbpfe prcfence would render ev^ry 
place a paradife. To the devoted heart 
pf Alicia, Henry '$ rank and future 
e;?cpe6lations had little charms i for» 
young and inexperienced, (he had no 
conception of thofe ills ia which, 
pecuniary embarraiTments too often 

plunge 
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plunge the un Wary ; and had he 
bbeti' peotiylefs, and fhe the mif- 
t#cfs of th^ Univcrfe, fhe would 
joyifuUy have rdfigned it all to itave 
fhared his poverty; rior have be* 
ftoived one thought on the fneans of 
prrocuring the common neceffaries of. 
lifily while -bleffed WKh that tender 
affedlion (he regarded as the chief 
charm of exiftence ; and deprived of 
which, (he felt convinced, life would 
became a burden fhe would gladly ' 
refign. 

Mrs. Pofingfield was eager to 
bcjioid her daughter -fhine With more ' 
than her tjfual fplcndour, on that day 
when Ihe was to be introduced to 

K a the 
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the elegant circle, who.. were: invited 
to attend the brtakfafiik fhi^ doubted^ 
not flie ihpuld haver the felicity pf 
beholding the ^dolof rher^ hfeart,i;Ac 
fole and unrivalled objei£tpfiindivided 
attention; and in this pleafing ex- 
pe^ation* even Alicia came in for a 
portion of , that goodrhUniour, the 

« 

hope of fpon realizing h^r favourite 
fcheme by the marriage * of her . 
daughter gave birth to ; for flie wifely 
determined it would be; the moft 
prudent method of proceeding to 
grafp at the firft opportunity that 
occurred, whether it w^re prefented 
hy Henry Neville Or Sir Granby ' 
Darcy. Should if be the la^er,- (he 
had already concerted a plan by which 

ihe 



\ 



<he trufted fpeedily to end any en- 
gagement between Mifs Arundel and 
Henry : this fhe : now more than 
fufpcfted te> be the* cafe, from the 
language fo legible in the eyes of 
both when encountering each other. 
It had been for fome time her con« 
ftant ftudy to obferve them with all 
the malignancy of a fiend, whd 
watched but to deftroy. "^ ^ 

» 

- As t^c drudgery of villany is 
dtifpicable, fo alfo is it conftant i the 
head and the hands are perpetually 
employed ; when one web is finiftied 
another is begun ; the very reft of 
villany is only variety of labour. 
Wolves and other bcafts of prey, 

K '3 when 
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wfaoi they have feafted^ are qutet tift 
the return of appetite ; but villany 
never lies down^ ; it is ever hungry 
mtkd hutit'mg ; it ftarts at every nei* 
appearance; it is alwaysivt^aking anS 
felicitous for fear of furprife ; it hai 
a great many toqls to wocik with^ 
liQr i$ it eaiily baffled i if deoeilt 
iiptakes for Its purpofc, it is ufed wittit 
(kill; no affairs ia-church» in flatej^ 
In public or domeftic bappinefs, 
are too much for its compafs^ it 
refceivcs all mifchievous impreffions> . 
and runs into any mould the hand of 
power holds up ; it is a moft obliging 
leveller, it mingles the great and 
fi:nall with wonderful condefcenfioni 
it will folicit employment, fubmit to 

infamous 
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ifiiamous difguife, and engjage inTthc 
moft fcandalous'intrigues ; it is macfe 
too much uie of ia this worldt and is 
the very worft companion 'we cftn 
take with us to another. Nolwith* 
ftanding fuch reflections muft fuggeft 
thehifelves to every n>ind not abfo«* 
lately bafe, Mrs. Doringikld detcr^ 
mined nothing (hould deprive her 
of the revenge flie meditated on a 
houfe, by a part of which one of her 
family had been diihonoured ; and 
(he languifhed for an opportunity of 
gratifying this meaneft and moft 
defpicable of all the paflions to which 
human nature is liable. 



K4 The 
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The next morning Mrs. Doring^ 
field received a note from the friends 
at Bellevue, inquiring after the health 
«€fnbe ladies, and fixing the hour at 
-whi^h, on the following day, they 
Would cotfTt in carriages, and attend 
them to the field of aft ion. Lavi- 
nia was tranfported witli joy at this 
mark of attention from Mr. Neville, 
which (he fet down entirely to her 
own account ; for, though piqued at 
hii too vifible admiration of Alicia, 
to whom, even in the trial of con- 
* cealing his intentions; he had only 
manifefted his attachment ; yet 
had Ihe cherifhed , a flame in her 
bofom, which confumed her ; and 

jcaloufy 
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jcaloufy was .at tigies added to the 
torments of doubt refpedlihg his 
defigns. Doting to diftradlion on 
the graceful negligence of Neville^ 
who would not underfland the many 
hints ihe gave him of her paiIion,and 
ilung to the foul with envy and 
difappointment, fhe determined on 
vengean<ic. To blaft the opening 
view5 of AMfi^fjfhe would h^y!?.^m- 
ployed the wjK>le ftock of th^M; artifice 
which froip infancy &e h?(d'PX%C7 
tifed. On all occafions, (he mani- 
iefted the moil marked attention to 
Henry/ by that in^ans hoping to 
gratify hi« y*^>it;y^; : butjf^ir from ,re- 
ccivipg pleafurg fyoma ,fiyh9,t wp^kl 
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have flatlered the felf»lo¥« df im^ 
■ inen, lie felt it fecttt boftor at botk 

Lavihia and h^ liiother, for which 

he could by no means account : they 
* Rad hitely become to him objects of 
. iaverfion; thdugh^ as the wife and 

daughter of his much ^ef^efted and 

* 

highly efteemed friend^ he continued 
to treat them with that degree of 
attention which men of the world 
ihdifcriminately pay to all who have 
dikdson their |)oiitenefs» 

■ 

Alicia, vexed at the niifcoriciptJoft 
which had occafioned ftlch tatAvai^, 
tidn and triumph as t¥as p^iiHed'^n 
the <:oufttenantee of both ladies » caft 
^' look of forrow at Mr. Poringfield. 

Her 



\ 



( *<>3 ) 

Her ^ntle nature could not behold 
with fatisfadion the error into 
whicb they had fallen ; one led by 
maternal love, tKe other by confum- 
mate vanity; and it Hmck her a^ 
ungenerous to be acceflbry. by her 
iilence, to their future difappointw 
ment^ when they ihould become 
acquainted with the full extent of 
her happy profpcds. The emotions 
of her mind, ever vifible in h^ 
varyjng and expreffive countenance^ 
were attributed by the mother and 

daughter to the jealoufy excited by 
the very marked attentions which 
•Henry had paid to them; for^ 
^blinded by conceit^, they did not at 
the moment fufpedt their fair inmatib 

K 6 . . to 
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to have had any (hare in fuch civili- 
ties. 

Shortly after the arrival of the 
meflage, Mifs Arundel, with the 
little Lydia in her hand, rambled 
into the garden, where John> the old 
and faithful fervant of Doring^eld, 
followed, and delivered a packet 
which the groom had brought from 
BcUevue, together witfi a note for 
Mr. Doringfield. Its cdntetv^s were 
the tranfcripts of that tenderaefs the 
pafTions ever bear when difecftcd 
towards a virtuous and honourable 
objedt. Born to feel e^fquifitely, 
and toexprefs that feeling ^ith.nuore 
than common energy, the reftraints 

of 
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of early implanted re^it^dc couH 
only withhold him from the wild 
and dangerous extremes into which 
its ebullitions might have hurried 
him, had he not been guided by 
every fentiment which delicacy could 
infpire.' ^ He now addreffed his 
deftined bride in terms of the rnofl: 
affectionate regard; informing her, 
that on their return to Bellevue the , 
evening of that day oa which his 

> 

happinefs had been copfirnned, h^ 
found his aunt and coufin, to whomy- 
as well, as to his friend Fortefcue^. 
he communicated his expeded blifs ;; 
iheyv he confefled,. had at firft ex^ 
preffed their fears refpeding the 
difficulties which might arife fronv 

the 



the prejudices of his mother; .*• but,** 
added he, ** I foon convitaced my 
amiable friends, that I would admit 
of no other arbitrator than my own 
heart, which had decided forme; nor 
fliall the decifion it has formed be 
amenable to any authority whatever. 
Since honour and your virtues have 
fandtioned it, neither my mother, 
nor the world, fliall be ihe judges of 
what is to conftitute my happinefs ; 
for to live without you, I f wear by 
tvery facred power, I will never 
confent to do! No, my adored loVe, 

the holy marriage vow fliall imme- 

• • • " I 'I . ■ . ' 

diately unite Out fortunes alid out 

iiVeS'/' Lady ' Cecilia and herdaugHi. 

tei^Willbe it-th^ ^ital^faft, whert 

I fliall 
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I fliall have the felicity of malirng 
known to each other thofe fo dear 
ta me." H€ ended by congratulating 
himfclf on the fortunate event which 
•would thu^ give him the means of 
bringing them together, withoue 
zaifing the fufpicians of Mrs. Do- 
ringfield or her daughter : a vifit 
from his aunt to the parfonage would 
Vina voidably have done f^. 

* 

On beholding, under thd hand of 
her loves, fuch repeated, fuch tender 

affurances of his ardent pafiion, aft 
^tniverfal tj^epidation fci«cd heri the 
biood foifook her cheek, and agaip 
deeplydyed it with a crimfon fuSib- 
fion. Lydja^ wiihiftU theeurM&ty 

fo 
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{o natural to her age, wa^ eager ta 
know whence that long, long letter 
came : and why it made her dear 
Alicia weep ? for the tranfports of 
joy and gratitude h^ui caiifed the 
pearly drops to burft unbidden from 
lier foft eyes at this tendfer confirma- 
, tipn of all her hopes ; at the neair 
profpe<3: of the glowing pjOiure of 
felicity whkh her ima(gihation had 
painted, when (he fhould become the 
wife of her- adoised I^evilk* FoFtu- 
nately^h^ liad enclofed a<foflg. that 

he had b(prf owed fottie days before, 
and this was a fufficient explana^ 
4iori to tl^ innocent child refpedting 
the J)Urpbrt of t We letter; a6\to th« 
agitation fb viable inr^her knanoer, 

fhe 
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iKe imputed it to faintnefs, whicli 
had. at the moment overpowered her. 
This information quieted the in- 
quiries of the little girl, whorequefted, 
that, \vhen quite well,, flie would 
fing to her the pretty fong Mr. Neville 
had fent back. This defire was 
fpeedily complied with ; jind never 
bad her voice expreffed fa' much 
tendernefs, as when giving utterance 
to the words conveyed to her by 
him, who, in her opinion ^ gave an 
indefcribable value to the moft trifling 
event in which he was concerned. 
** You muft never, deareft Mifs 
Arundel,** cried the fweet prattler, 
flinging her little arm^a around hcjr 
neck, and prefling her ruby lips em 

- tha 
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the foft cheek of her lovdj compai* 
nion, " indeed you never muft fihg 
that fong to Lavinia. **—*** Why not^ 
my love? Yoti exprefs plcafureat 
having heard it, and I, think it is^ 
charming.**—" That is the very 
reafon why I iliould be To^ry rf you 
were to fing it to her > becaufe I 
heard her the other day l^Mjgh at yon 
while playing on the harp and fing« 
iftg to it/* 

Alicia felt, that by queflioning the 
child (he fhould be giving her. an 
improfper example, and therefore 
only replied, ** I fuppofe, my lovc^ 
that Mifs Dormier uras engaged in 
ffxae occupatiot)^ which the noife I 
: . lEZiade 
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ihade muil have interrupted ; for yon 
know I iam often obliged to check 
my Lydia, when, during her play^ 
ihe raifeni her voice beyond its natural 
fbft tone, and by that means inter-* 
rupts myftudies."-^** But/' replied 
the 'penetrating LydiA, *' that was 
not the cafe I for(he was not doing 
any tiling but talking to grandmamma 
abodt a new hat ihe bad bought at 

Derby ; and you were in the little 
drawing-room, and could not have 
difturbed her; and I was wicked 
enough to cry, as I flood on the 
chair by the window, * Dear me ! if 

* here is not Mr^Neville ! How I wOh 

* he could come before Alicia ha^ 
' finished that fwect fong P And if ht^ 

had 
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had done fo, I well knewltwojuW 
vex them, becaufe Lavinu cahndc 
bear any body fhould be praifed but 
hcrfelf; and he does fo love you, 
Mifs Arunde)^ that oijie vv^piild? have 
thought you had heard what Lavinia 
faid, for you inftantly put by your 
harp, and went into the garden/ - . 

* ■ • • 

Alicia kifled the playful gixl with 
afFedlion, and felt the necciEty of 
caution in the prefence of children ; 
and how guarde*d ought to be the 
aftions of thofe who have charge of 
them» that by example all impro* 
priety fhould be kept from the obfer- 
vation, of the infant mind, » which, 
]ike a mirror^ refie(5ts the difpofitions 

and 



aord principles of thofe who.are oftcft- 
€ft in its view* i : ! ^ ^ 






Lydia :iK>w\bcgiih to dance about 
the' jgarde©. With fyljphlikfi graced 
aad left Alicia to conteinpUte the 
happincfg (he had in view ^ but not 
long was flie: left at liberty. t6 thifak* 
without iateriliptidn, for her pldyfal« 
little favourite, Skipping towards her, 
e^clain^d, **:To-morrow ybu will 
dstxucc with .iny )dear Mr. ' Neville j 
will :^QVrmoiS l^opcfifc' won't dtaice; 
with irif aunt, for grandmamma/* 
Alicia,' frnilftig at the lail fuppofition, 
rcplie<|i. 'f::'! know^iJotV my lovi, 
w|iethcr t Ii*>£hall .» be: ' fo / thonbore^i' - 
S&id . blulbecl at the idea of 'beinj^ 
.'; the 
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th? ;diAtngulihcd objed of regard 
to him whofe amiable qualities 
fecured even the afied:ion of infants* 
Lydia remained £lent for a imbtnoit; 
t^ea I putting her little arm > within 
that of her beloved Alicia, ihelobked 
9t her 'With an! airof fiirprifei iaying, 
^^l.Whal^makes yorufd red; and look 
£b ferikws ?*'^-^* Ah lYi thought (he,, 
*,* if the fenfations of emy heart arc 
fo vifiWe even to this Wftle creature, 

» 

^y hat wfll they not . explaiii' tor mxm 
penetrating obferv^s^l^ Toannufe the 
attention of the child, flbe told her^ if 
il^e would be very goodi havbg: half. 
ajnhour to fpare, fliOiiirolild' Kj^i^fli 
littler allegdry Iflw hadivien readin^^;/ 
The «hHd with eager aeis itqiiefted 

her 
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hex to begin, w.hich fiie did asTbl- 

hwsz 
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THE ISLAND OF VANITY. 

It lus.^been obferved, that the 
fcenes iwhich pafs . before cxur ejes 
in theiday^i generally make fo great 
an itopttiHon on our memories, that 
they , are again renewed by ^ecp ; 
and. as hnty m tljen moft bufy; ike, 
oftjQn; iflfsroducfs a thoufand wild; 
c^ipe^^)tQ ^re^tfQiir inindfi^ vfhkb 
^«^ay$ tfijjijBt hskwt fpiae fuhjfi^ Idi 
employ thwo-.u 1 , . / , . 

The 
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The fun was finking into the Tea, 
and painting the landfcape, when I 
walked out to enjoy the different 
beauties that continually met my 
eyes ; the foft zephyrs played on the 
trembling leaves, whilfl; the lofty 
trees waved their applauding heads 
at themufic of their tuneful 4nha^. 
bitahts; all was ferene arpund-me, 
and even Silence hcrfclf ^fecmed «o 
liften s the air was perfbined with 
opening bloffomsi the Ihcip wfere 
(kipping with ' delight ott • (tfe« bills, ' 
which were fpr^ad witfe a carpet of* 
the fincil green, and ihaded by the 
fun with its gay eft coloiiK. . •' i * 

1 was 
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I was now come in fight of the 
ocean, which (hone with iTic!xpreffi- 
He luftre at the reflcdlion of that 
glorious orb, the beams of which 
dancing oh the waves diffufed tints 
that- the' hand of Titian could*^ not 
equal j that boifterolis element was 
funk into a calm, and, like the fmiles 
of an artful flatterer, pleafed. 

The nightingale liow called loudly 
On the fofcmn night to liften to her 
plaintive fong ; at the mufic of her 
voice the light gave way to fhade> and 
I retired to fleep, where fancy pre- 
fented me with the following dteamz ' 

voL.i, L She 
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She brought me. to the &ore I 
had juft left« which was coTeied 
with multitudes of diffexeht oatiook 
throngii^ widi eagemeis to embark 
in ihipa that fbated near ibe banksj 
Their leader was a heautifMl young 
ma^, who bore in his hand an en* 
fijgn of various colours i| he waved 
it high in air, and advanced to meet 
me: my feet imperceptibly moved 
towards him^ and when be addrefled 
roe, my attention to all but bim wai 
fufpended* ^ I aiked him wb^pe be 
was going to condw^ the . troops I 
faw : he anfwered me in a voice that 
had all the charms of mufic, ^' That 
curiofity had collected them as adven- 
turers 
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furers on board the fleet bound to 
the IflUnd of Vanity. His followers 
were encottfaged to proceed hj ilttc 
Coddefs thut prefided over it, who 
had promifed to diftinguifh them 
with particular favours, (he having 

the power of making her votaries 

« 

pleafed with themfelves, and be- 
stowing the appearance of merit 
where it was lead to be found. I 
am/' contirtned he, •* theHigh Piicft 
of Vanity, acquainted-^ with iicr 
myfteries, and highly honoured *by 
her. Suflfer me to introduce jrou to 
her prefence, and make you a wit- 
nefs of her glory ; a glory that far 
tranfcends your imaginatimi, and 
whofe rays will gild all your adlions* 

L z Deliberate 



t>eliberate not, ^ but follow, n^e; .1 
will jaife you , ,at>o.ve Ah^ ..vulgar, 
zr4 lead jrou to t>e W^mskM Rteniir 
fui^, where ^feiyijever entgys,.!^^ 
where the grqscn^ of jthe un£brtur|ate. 
are not heard/V 






\ 



. Won^by bis pei C^x«.t eIo<|ueuce. 
I .gave him my willing .hand; and 
already irp^ned myfelf near the 
po0£:^on ■ of . thofe honojjr^ : he 
threw a 9>be^ qy?r me, that njacie mc; 
ajppcaf lovely ;n roy own eycjs, and 
turned thcjn from every ^i%(k but 



'ki; 



.» - 1 



*-.l I.. ^►.■. .'.. *'»«.^' 

: As foon as we fet our feet on the 
4cck, the fails jvcaie pjuSed out with 

\..:i^\::l L X the 
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fhc bredth of Flattery, who fungour 
praifes irt ftrains fo melodious, and 
•kept our attention fo much 'engaged 
by the iFyren mufie, that danger in 
"vain threatened. At length we were 
nireadfully alarmed by the fhip^s 
flitting on an unfeen rock ; I was 
^luriged by Flattery into the roaring 
odeep, and dafhed againft the rocks 
rof Misfoi;tune. In the midft of my 
.tliftref^,' ivhilft my foul was ftrug- 
|[ling td:difcharge itfelf into the 
'grcataby is , a powerful arm fnatched 
rndb from the waves that were mount- 
'ing over my head, and bore me to 
the land . 

L 3 The 
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The firjft objett I &w was my 
prtferver ; fhe was clad in the gasb 
of plakincfsy and bore the appear* 
ance of aufterity. She told me (he 
would be my €(Mt\panion» and guard 
fue from future evils, if I would at- 
tend to her precepts » and keep thetnL 
Gratitude made me readily promife 
her* She immediately diveiftcd me 
of the robe that Flattevy, uodef the 
psctcnce of friendfhip, had ^N^ 
me> and which, when taken oiF, 
fell into duft : at the fame tisne ft» 
held a mirror before my ey^^ dutt 
vdifcovered to me my own imper^ 
fedlions. I was vlfibly (hocked to 
find a mind full of blots, which I 

had 
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had hitherto rniftaken for virtues / 
but was comforted by my direftrcfe*^ 
iaying (he would wipe them outy 
and keep Flattery from having apy 
mftueiKe over me > zs he was the 
original of thofe faults, by giving 
sne that robe which had in it fuch 
a fubtle venom, that even Virtue 
herielf could with difficulty refift it^ 
•* Take this Ihield/' faid (he ; '' it 
will guard you againfl; the harpies 
that continually walk the ifland to 
devour the unwary itranger. 

*• Obfcrvc the companions of your 
vcqfage^ that are now landing from 
their rotten fhips j true, they have 
cfcaped the rock you fplit on, but 

L 4 here 
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here their hopes, elate and full, fervc 
only to make them the Haves of Paf- 
fion : in vain they feek fot Happinefs ; 
they will purfue an imaginary being, 
who aflumes her form, and mocks 
their hopes. *^ 

Whilft flie was fpeaking, my ears 
Cfiught every word, anc^ gav^ a plea- 
fure that I had never before known; 

4. 

the frown that at my f rft acquaint- 
ance with her . fat on her face, now 
gave way to a placid^ ferenity . I 
looked on Flattery, who was ad- 
.vanjcing towards me, with detefta- 
tion ; he attended a figure ^fo tall, 
that his head feemed lo^ in the 
clouds, who trampled on the poor 

wretches 
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tvretchesthat'Misfortune-cbntinually 
threw under his fe^et / their groans 
were mufic to his ears, my feducer 
reprefcnting to him that their mife- 
ries made him greater, and thai; he 
was ndW fole- emperor. He often 
ftobped to^ Hear his 'own praifes; 

ftalked witfi mock majefty, and 

• ' ■ ' ' . • .. 

decked himfclf with the rich robes 

that his flaves had preTented to him^ 

Of thofe he. had a train extremely 

numerous; Ambition, Avarice,Envyv 

and Infult, leji'them on ; Envy held 

in his hand n poifoned dart; the 

monfter was worn to a (keleton, and 

had a fiercenefs in his c€>untena*icc 

that blafted every thing he looked 

on; his flcm wai^ lividand ^wrinklec!^ 

• • L 5 and 
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and his eyes gr^n, tvhich he coa* 
ilantly glanced on Merit , whom he 
purfued j againft her ha darts were 
direded* When ihe was fo un* 
happy as to fufier from him, the 
wound was foon healed by Inno* 
cence, who boce her armour. The 
meagre wretch dipped his arrows in 
poifon that flowed from has heart j 
he often (hot them at his. mailer, 
whom they always deeply wounded^ 
}>ut then recoiled on the % archer 
with redoubled force. Clofe at the 
£de of Envy flood Scandal with, her 
inouth open, and Hypocrify- witb 
the face of a Janus* Avarice was 
iwiy in colle(^ii^ fr<w> the ruias thai 
Tride had thrown domru Ibfult fot 

lowed 



lowed his f^eps; he held a large 
glafs to the mifcrabk, th^t refle^d 
on them their former happinefs, and 
their preient misfortune, 

I now turned my e3res to look on 
my condudrefs^ and was flirprifed 
at the light that fkihed from her 
face» which was the moft beautiful 
that ^ancy can imagine ; her ^e^ 
bright as the fun in its meridian^ 
glory, and penetrating as that enli* 
vening ray, ihbne full upon me, and' 
convinced me of my inferiority with 
reverential awe. I bent my knees j"^ 
fhe raifed me from the ground , and 
with a fmile that cheered my droop^ 

L 6 ing 
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ing.rpirit, thus addrefTed hjerfelf to 
me: > . 

•• Liften to the vo/cc of Truth, 
and let my words fink deep in thy 
heart ;.fo will I, guard thy ; innocq^ice 
from the fnares laid for it, and bring 
you to Happinefs, for with her 1 
dwell. Fly froip Error, that de- 
ceiver of the fen fes, and let Reaifba 
lit 

be thy guide ; he (hall fhew you by 
my light the true face of every thing 
you look on." 

She then prefented iric to a vene* 
rable old man, who flowly ap- 
jyroached towards me; he received 

me 
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me with the moft engaging (Wdfet- 
nefs, and immediately became thtf 
cheeriful and inftrucSlive companion. 
Age had not furrowed his brow, but 
only given a folemriitylo his^afptft, 
which beamed forth rays of the Di- 
vinity. He was tall and majeftic^ 
his filver locks comn^ndcd my veu. 
neratioht while his difcourfe, which 
was pure and fublime, founded in> 
my ears fweeter than the fhepherd's 
flute in the valley of Echo* He led 
my thoughts through the: beauties of 
the creation up to the Creator j tiaught 
me the lovelinefs of Virtue, and bid' 
me partake of pleafures brought to 
us by Innoceftcel , * 

His 
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Hia looks drew audience and attai<< 
tion ftUl as night or fummer's no(xi« 
tide air» whik thus, he fpoke : 

'* How WKtcfaed are that part of 
mankind that will not fee me through 
the optics of Truth I In vain to them 
are the grateful Ticiffitudes of the 
ieafons ; they feel no joy whoi tha 
QUth breaks from the prifon of Wiih 
\t:t^ and ihoots at the prefence of the 
•alivening fun^ in vain kind Zephyr 
Matters perfumes^ and open& the 
blufliing rofe, who comes . attended 
by her lovely family of flowerSp. 
whole beauties are unnoticed^ uneo- 
joyed : the grateful fongs of the 
little warblers are difregarded; in 

vain 
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vain to them docs every grove refoutad 
with thrilling mufic ; even the neife 
of valt rivers ruihing from the ice^i 
bound climes is loft on their ears ; 
the yellow hsurveft comes followed 
by Autumn with her purple fruits^ 
and thofe they are fent to, receive 
their gifts with ingratitude. I ftrug« 
gle to awaken them from their Ie« 
thargy j the Paiiions oppofe m^, and 
cpoKkavour at my bgfHfliinent : with 
them I hdld a continual war i they 
aie the fiibjei^s of that king whofis 
viecroylam: 

But apt tt^ey are to rove uncheck'd^ 
And of tiieir roving i$ no end» 

When 
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When affiftcd by Timc'or'Misfoi'. 
tune, 1 fometimes conquer, and then 
•find them ufeful and noble," • 



' His words here ended ; but his 
meek-afpedl filent yet fpake. Truth 
no w touched me ^ith hef wand, and 
bid rne look forward, which I did, 
and difcovered a Jarge plain ; through 
it ran a river with great impetuofity, 
wbofe banks were enamelled with 
flowers j it meandered and branched 
itfelf out intofcveral ftreams, that all 
terminated at palaces, the refid^ceof 
kings tributary to a mighty power 
called Vice; who had his dwelling in 
a dark cavern at the head of the 

river* 



river. Crimes thick as autumnal 
leaves iflued from it, and affuwd 
what ftiapes they pleafed ; fom?timcs 
they appeared in the form of Rcli» 
gion, and under that difguife com<- 
mitted vafl: ravage^ among the ig- 
norant, they not knowing th^ hypo- 
crite from the heaven-born m;iid, 
who always comes attended by Pa- 
tience and Cheerfulnefs ; but inilead 
of thofc, the fiend carried with him 
Severity, who bore a whip of fcor-^ 
pions. FaJfe Pleafure was the con^ 
fort of Vice, and ruled his ffibjedls 
with defpotic fway : her garments 
were loofc to the windsj her^ face 
painted, and her looks alluring ; ihe 
led crowds of unhappy yojutbs to hi^ 

cave. 
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cave. At th^ir entrance into that fior*^ 
rid place an uni vei fal trembling kized 
dicm, Confcicncc reprefeming to 
them their danger. Some few, 
«wakened by her, turned baek^ and 
joined the fide of Reafon, who- con* 
tinually harangued the multitude in 
li^c caufcof Virtue, whole kingdonf^ 
was in danger of being entirely taken 
irom her by Vice, he every day 
gaining gre^ advant^es. The 
fiend, who ufed to hide himfelf in 
darknefs, now ftalked abroad in open^ 
day : bis appearance atiirft (hocked 
the muhitude,and Nature, afirighted^ 
felt ccmvulfions ; yet foon the mon« 
fter grew familiar^ and Cuftom in- 
troduced his fubj^fts ,to him. He 

grinned 
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grinned a ghaftly fnjUe to find his 
endeavours fuceefsful, and configncd 
them oyer to Mifcry, whom he or* 
dered to put on the drefs of Happif 
|ie£$, the more efilr^tuallj to deceive* 
Reafon he attempted to baniih^ 
whom he looked oh as the fuppoot 
of Viitue, and his greateil £ot;. but 
who flill would return, ^cid ihatch 
confiderable numbers hom. impend* 
wg deflru^too. 

I now looked towards the cavern 
ef Vice, and perceived thofe I had 
before feen enter^ coming out of itw 
Impudence led them forth, yrhoft 
fosehead was bra£i, on which fails 
name was en^vea in capital letters. 

Their 
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'Their/ minds, which were notjr 
opened tb my ;^iew, were filled witk 
the moft dreadful rifledtioftS, . Con^ 
fcience, whom they had endeavouktxi 
ro iuU afleep, and leave behiad them^ 
as (he had proved an uneafy compai- 
nion^ Was roufed^by their crimes^, 
land laihed them with her t^veriafling 
whip. Despair at the. fame tinafe 
•{a wora-out flceletonr with hagard 
looks) prefented to. them a dagger 
dipped in. blood. J.uft as thefe 
rwretches- were finking utt^r *the 
^ourgi taf 'the one, and were cage^ 
grafpiiig at the bloody <of&ring of tl^ 

other, Rcligjoa im^i^fed witb a 

finile of peat^, aad :carf ied thofe who 

;ttrere;:fcilawod; bjrv^J^epeataiKre^over 

, ^ to 
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ta|theiicfe6f Rcafooihurider whafe 
banner they enlifted. . . . .'f. r^v - 

.o.Thofe that Mtould not hinikeAUo 
tiic mufic of biff'i^oice embarUedto: 
fail down 'the dreams of /Pleafure; 
iS^br nbgats had neitker ^ riders nor 
oars, andfive^e thc.fportof'thc Paf- 
iktfTS, who: oftenrraifed viokiit teni« 
peflS) and hurled the unhappy adven- 
t(irer!&r;:d6wh i^a; £atal' >eddy; . whQi:e 
th«y: jQmk to rifc.nd rnore. Falfo 
Ekafurc/ nivhom ithey ftill purfuddv 
mfedj ddufions, that mocked their 
airy ^hopes^/asKi ledithem.c^ tO'de<4 
flrudipo. Whileit wa5ith<is,oj3^foY-. 
ing thp ftciatiijg aa4 finking wrecks,- 
a^d the gay hubbies that fo foba 

difappeared, 
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cBfappewedy the army of Vice ap« 
preached me. 

Riok led on the fons of Rapine, 
and all was anarchy and confufion i 
my ears were aiTaulted by a n<»& 
cefembltng that of thunckr, and at 
the fame moment my hand was 
fetzed by a power named Error, who 
conveyed ine away from Truth and 
Reafon : ht raiied a mift before my 
<yes, that darkened my fenfes, and 
led me into mazes which he cralkd 
theLabyrinthof Pleafure : here I foon 
forgot Truth, and wasicharmed with 
Error, who raifed befdre me a m3jg^ 
nificent ftrudure, whofe riches gave 
a light that Ihone through the dark- 
I vtfs 
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oefs diat furrounded me. I itnmeo 

diately exclaimed, *' How beautiftd 

is the Temple of Vanity 1 happy are 

her worfhippers i I will m) lor\ger 

live excluded from her prefenccl" I 

had no fooner fpoke, than I was 

lifted into the air, which was filled 

with perfumes that played round my 

fenfes, and my head turned giddy as 

I drew near the Temple, where tea 

thoufand doors were thrown open 

for the reception of all that would 

epter:. Millions were prefling for« 

ward, elate with felf-fufficiency, and 

conduced by Sophiilry, who, with 

magic words, enchanted thofe who 

liftened to him« I was hurried on 

without knowing whither my fteps 

would 
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• t 

would tend. The afcent tothehillon 
which Vanity refided was impercep- 
tible to me, and I immediately rufhed^ 
into her prefence; ' . 

T f 

- Defcription cannot neach, or ima- 
gination paint; the beauties that pre-* 

fented thqmfelves to my view at my 

* 

Entrance into the dome : the bowels 
of the earth had * been tortured to 
-^ve up its glorious mifchief, which 
g'rfded the pillars of this fabric, 
ivhofe^walU' were hung with look- 
ingrglaffes • Here the ugly fa w them- 
felves through the mitror of Flattery, 
and miftook the handfome face he 
Shewed them for meir^owh : he bowed 
and fmiled in the moft obfequious 

manner. 
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manner, adapted his compliments to 
the iaclinations of all he converfcd 
with^ and told them their merits 
would certainly be. re warded^ Every 
one fcemed ^leafed with his acquaint- 
ance^ and imagined their worth had 
gained them that honour • 

Folly flood on tip-toe in the midft 

of the affembly, fond of being con-^ 

fpicuous ; he addrefled his difcourfe 
• » 

to a group jof females ihat had ga- 
thered round Ixim, who (hewed their 
admiration at his drefs and behaviour 
by their loud applaufes. 

The Goddefs, high feated on the 

trophies which Pride had thrown 

« 
voL«i. M tinder 
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linder her feet, unveiled her charms, 
and commanded our homage. This 
daughter of Lucifer (hared his power 
and podeiTed his riches* Art and 
AfFeiSation governed all her aiStions j 
Flattery bowed before her, while 
Pride was feated at her right hand.: 
he wore a coat of armour, on which" 
the word Honour was entirely blotted 
out, and in its place were fubdituted' 
Oftentation, Contempt, Cruelty* 
Avarice and Envy were his coun« 
fellors ; they too were his generals^ 
and led his armies to the field ; num« 
bers of thofe he had conquered, fe* 
duced firft by Flattery, lay under his 
fcet^ whilft he continually fpumed 
them from himj but as every per fon 

was 
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was bufy in contemplating his d\v* 
imaginary perfedlions, the mifcries 
of thofc unhappy wretches were un- 
obferved, and would have been by 
me, had not Misfortune touched 
me, and brought me the fhield of 
Truth, which I had dropped in the' 
confufion . Error had caufed. As it 

4 ' 

was tempered with heavenly ftecl, 
tvhofe bright luftre made every Virtue 
and every Vice confpicuous, I im- 
mediately difcovered among the mul- 
titude thofe that were at firft puflied 
on bj Emulation and the love of the 
former; but having rifen to a height 
where Humility could not keep pace 
with them, their feet flipped, and 

M 2 they 
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** they fell far beneath the loweft clafs 
of mortals; yet being puffed op by 
Vain-glory they ftill pretended to 
give laws to the world, and^ though 
mad and blind, callfed themfclves 
leaders and dIredor»» 

« 
Shocked to find that human na^ 

ture has often a cloud thrown over 
it, and the fatal confequcnccs 6f 
foaring too high, • I haftily turned 
my eyes on a young woman, whd 
ftepped forward in all the pride of 
youth and beauty j (he moved with 
an eafy grace and confcious dignity* 
but on Flattery's whifpering her, 
and giving her his hand to lead her 

t9 
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to the Goddefs, fhe toiTed her head, 
and tripping before with an air of 
aflurance, feated herfelf where fhc 
might receive the adorations of die 
whole affembly. 

JufI as I was admiring fuch an 
affemblage of charms^ Truth en- 
tered the Temple, and in an unclouded 
blaze of light ihope. full iii Qur faces ^ 
All were at that moment divefted of 
difguife i all ilarted hack at her gr?* 
fence. Beiauty had sJready fufiered 
by the rude hands of AfFe^atiqn; he 
had diftorted her features, and taken 
the toiy bluih of innocence from 
her cheek. Shewould have retreated, 

M 3 biu 
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but found it too late; Detraftion 
trod on her white robe, and pulled 
hex to the ground i in vain fhe at- 
tempted to diferigage herfeif from 
his gripe; the fiend was not to be 
tafHcd. 

On a fudden I heard a violent 
noife at the entrance of the Temple ; 
I looked that way, and beheld a 
ghaftly group of figures entering ; 
Poverty hung with rags, and Hunger 
her companion, drove all before 
them; diflreffes of various kinds 
brought up the rear, and Death, 
clofed it in his mofl horrible form* 
At the fight of Poverty, Vanity 

fainted 
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fainted away, and Pride left the 
Temple, carrying with him his trca- 
fure. Death purfued and tumbled 
him into a horriblfe pit with his flave 
Envy, wha continually torments 
him ; the ornaments of Vanity were 
changed into duft, and blew off with 
every wind; her face, wrinkled and 
ugly, fhockcd the eyes of the behold* 
ers. Soon as Ihe recoveiied /he fled 
to a neighbouring (hore ; Slavery 
follbwed her, rattling his chains* 

The mift raifed by Error was now 
difperfed, and"* the whole building 
vanifhed into air, not the leaft traces 
of it remaining. Deathi after having 

conquered 



( 248 > 

conquered the foes of Virtue, put on 
the form of an angel; bright yet 
awful was his countenance, and in 
his hand he held a key, with which 
he pointed to thofe gates of glory 
which he, and only he, was commif- 
iioned to open. I looked up, and 
faw Wifdom defcending: as flie 
drew near the earth, it gave figns of 

ft 

gratulation ; every hill feemed more 
exalted, the fields fmiled with frefher 
verdure, the flowers glowed with 
reanimated colours, while Libei^ty 
unmolefled proclaimed her approach ; 
the birds in wild melody finging 

her praifes, which every wood, every 

• . • - ■ «. • " 

valley re-echoed. 

Truth, 



i 
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Truths whofe radiant beams pierce 
into the loweft^ cottages and darkeft 
caverns, brought into the prefence 
of Wifdom depreffed Merit, wh^ 
had b^en driven from fociety, a|id 

* 

followed by Misfortune; he had 
made her pillow hard, ftifewed her 
^ath with thorns, and miniftered to 
her a cup of bitterncfs. Wifdom at 
one glance difpclled her fears, bright- 
ened her afpe(5t, and bellowed on 
her Celeftial beauty : (he faw through 
the perrpe<^ive of Hope the reward 
of all her fufferings, and, tranfported 
at the fight, (lie exclaimed, *• O great 
fourceof light! parent of good 1 how 
can I deferve the glory that awaits 

me? 



( 250 ) 

mc? Welcome Affli^ion, nurfc of 
Humility, who haft fown the feeds 
of Virtue in my foul; with gratitude 
1 thank thee; ftill let thy lejGTons be 
imprinted on my mind ; but let not 
the horror of thy countenance agaio; 
affright me/* 

While Merit was fpeaking, Afflic- 

tioii Vanifhed, and Content came 

» 

tripping oyer the plain : cheerful 
health bloomed on her face, flowers 
fprung under her feet, her robe was 
green, her food. herbs, and the cryftal 
ftream her drink. I was in raptures 
at the beautiful objeds around me, 
and obferving Innocence bringing to 

me 
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mc a robe of pure white, I advanced 
to tnect her : Truth fmiling on me 
at that moment brighter than 1 had 
ever before feen, the blaze of light 
was fo full on tr\y eyes, that I awaked • 
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